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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS
5 July 2021 (data for June 2021)
Hi-res charts, data and attachments available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/x1lcsh01jxj3k0j/AAADyVedcpD5CgzRi_0iFIESa?dl=0 
New car market recovery squeezed by supply issues
· 186,128 new cars registered in June, up 28.0% on same month last year when most dealerships reopened after first lockdown.
· Uptake down -16.4% on 10-year June average and down -26.8% year to date.
· Consumer confidence steady but global semiconductor shortage impacts vehicle supply.
Monday 5 July, 2021 New car registrations in June grew 28.0% year-on-year to 186,128, according to the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT)’s latest figures. The monthly performance was again artificially lifted through comparison with June 2020, when the UK began to emerge from the first pandemic lockdown and showrooms in England opened up at the beginning of the month. 

Compared with the previous decade average, however, monthly registrations were down -16.4%, while total registrations for Q2 2021 fell short of industry expectations by around 9,000 units partly as the ongoing global semiconductor shortage acted as a limiting factor on supply.1 As a result, overall registrations for the first half of the year are down -26.8%.2

With the latest SMMT research showing electrification could create 40,000 new jobs by 2030, plug-in vehicles continued to increase market share.3 Combined, battery electric (BEVs) and plug-in hybrid vehicles (PHEVs) accounted for 17.2% of new vehicles hitting the road (31,981 units). BEVs accounted for more than one in 10 registrations (10.7%). PHEV uptake, however, continued to grow faster than BEV uptake for the third month running, following reductions to the Plug-in Car Grant in March. 

Private registration numbers were positive but subdued compared to large fleets, reflecting an ongoing trend for the year with consumer uptake increasing 30.6% year on year, compared to 47.8% for fleets. 

All vehicle sizes – bar executive and multi-purpose – saw growth in June, with the strongest growth seen in the mini segment, which had been relatively weak for several months. Superminis were the most popular car class, accounting for 34.1% of registrations, followed by lower medium (26.8%) and dual purpose (24.5%).

While economic confidence continues to strengthen, with some independent forecasts for GDP growth reaching 8% in 2021, new registrations still remain adrift of pre-pandemic levels. Returning to the previous decade average of 2.3 million new car registrations per annum, and for that total to be electrically-driven, consumers need certainty about the future with long term government commitments to incentives, and confidence in the rollout of charging infrastructure nationwide.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said: “With the final phases of the UK’s vaccine rollout well underway and confidence increasing, the automotive sector is now battling against a ‘long Covid’ of vehicle supply challenges. The semiconductor shortages arising from Covid-constrained output globally are affecting vehicle production, disrupting supply on certain models and restricting the automotive recovery. However, rebuilding for the next decade is now well underway with investment in local battery production beginning and a raft of new electrified models in showrooms. With the end of domestic restrictions later this month looking more likely, business and consumer optimism should improve further, fuelling increased spending, especially as the industry looks towards September and advanced orders for the next plate change.”
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Notes to editors
1 Average June 2010-2019 - 222,652
2 Average January-June 2010-2019 – 1,242,944
3 Full Throttle: Driving UK Automotive Competitiveness – SMMT/Public First, June 2021
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at https://media.smmt.co.uk/facts/ 
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts:
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
James Boley                           07927 668565	jboley@smmt.co.uk 
Aleona Krechetova                 07912 799959	akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander                    07546 415205	dzealander@smmt.co.uk        
Karen Parry 	               07708 480889	kparry@smmt.co.uk 
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Telsa Model 3
Volkswagen Golf
Ford Puma
Vauxhall Corsa
Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Polo
Toyota Yaris
MINI

BMW 3 Series
Kia Sportage

5,468
4,629
4,477
4,375
3,811
3,752
3,546
3,506
3,048
2,947
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Vauxhall Corsa
Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf

Mercedes-Benz A-Class

Ford Puma
Nissan Qashqai
Kia Sportage
Volkswagen Polo
BMW 3 Series
Toyota Yaris

24,399
21,511
19,608
19,498
18,232
16,482
16,310
15,554
15,402
15,124
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