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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 March 2015 (data for February 2015)

UK car market experiences longest ever period of growth 

· New car market grew 12.0% in February with 76,958 cars registered.
· 36th consecutive month of growth marks UK’s first three straight years of increases.
· Fleet buyers drive demand with registrations up 19.9%.

Figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) show that the UK new car market has grown for a 36th consecutive month - a record growth period. In February, traditionally one of the quietest months of the year ahead of a number plate change in March, the market grew 12.0% year-on-year with 76,958 new cars registered, achieving a year-to-date rise of 8.3%. Fleet buyers drove this increase with registrations up 19.9% in February, while the private market saw an increase of 3.4%. 
The UK car market’s sustained expansion is the longest ever seen, beating the previous record of 26 months set in the late 1980s. The number of new cars registered has risen every month since March 2012, as the UK continues to bounce back from the recession and consumer demand has been driven by exciting new products and attractive finance deals. 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, "Three years of continuous growth in the new car market is remarkable and reflects the strong upturn in the confidence of UK car buyers since the recession.
"Registrations of fleet and business cars have outpaced the private market in February, reflecting the increased business confidence across the UK. With most fleet car buyers on a three-year replacement cycle, many of those cars purchased at the beginning of the current growth period are now due for replacement. Over the course of 2015, however, we are expecting a more stable market to emerge given there has already been an extended period of consistent growth."
Five longest periods of consecutive monthly growth in UK new car registrations*


	February
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2015
	76,958
	38,553
	36,553
	1,852
	30,899
	44,719
	1,340

	2014
	68,736
	33,094
	34,430
	1,212
	29,887
	37,312
	1,537

	% change
	12.0%
	16.5%
	6.2%
	52.8%
	3.4%
	19.9%
	-12.8%

	Mkt share '15
	 
	50.1%
	47.5%
	2.4%
	40.2%
	58.1%
	1.7%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	48.1%
	50.1%
	1.8%
	43.5%
	54.3%
	2.2%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2015
	241,814
	120,384
	114,980
	6,450
	98,527
	135,549
	7,738

	2014
	223,298
	112,553
	106,674
	4,071
	101,180
	113,241
	8,877

	% change
	8.3%
	7.0%
	7.8%
	58.4%
	-2.6%
	19.7%
	-12.8%

	Mkt share '15
	 
	49.8%
	47.5%
	2.7%
	40.7%
	56.1%
	3.2%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	50.4%
	47.8%
	1.8%
	45.3%
	50.7%
	4.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014

	Total cars
	2,131,795
	1,994,999
	2,030,846
	1,941,253
	2,044,609
	2,264,737
	2,476,435

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	February
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	4,096
	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	12,770

	
	2
	Volkswagen Golf
	3,177
	
	2
	Vauxhall Corsa
	9,709

	
	3
	Vauxhall Corsa
	2,830
	
	3
	Volkswagen Golf
	7,564

	
	4
	Vauxhall Astra
	2,396
	
	4
	Ford Focus
	6,845

	
	5
	Ford Focus
	2,021
	
	5
	Nissan Qashqai
	6,476

	
	6
	Nissan Qashqai
	1,800
	
	6
	Vauxhall Astra
	5,392

	
	7
	Vauxhall Insignia
	1,797
	
	7
	Audi A3
	5,257

	
	8
	Mercedes-Benz C-Class
	1,686
	
	8
	Mercedes-Benz C-Class
	5,220

	
	9
	Audi A3
	1,609
	
	9
	Volkswagen Polo
	4,783

	
	10
	Fiat 500
	1,436
	
	10
	Fiat 500
	4,581




Monthly percentage growth:  March 2012 – February 2015

· Since March 2012, the rolling volume of the UK new car market has grown by more than 540,000 units.
· More than one in three of the past 36 months of growth has seen a double-digit percentage increase.
· March 2014 saw the largest volume increase in the period with 70,018 more cars registered year-on-year.




About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £64 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 160,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and in excess of 770,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK export of goods and invests £1.9 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2014 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts14.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts
Alex Michaelides			020 7344 1667		amichaelides@smmt.co.uk
Ben Foulds			020 7344 9222		bfoulds@smmt.co.uk  
Emma Butcher			020 7344 9263		ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 


The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. March 2015 new car registration figures will be released on 8 April 2015 at 09:00.
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