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	UK truck market remains strong as demand grows in 2016  

	

	· HGV registrations increase in 2016, up 5.3% to 46,231 units.
· Demand for rigid vehicles drives growth, up 17.0% compared with 2015. 
· 2016 ends on a positive, with steady 2.3% rise in Q4.
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	Monday 13 February, 2017 Registrations of new heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) rose 5.3% to 46,231 units in 2016, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT), marking the sector’s third consecutive year of growth. The year ended on a positive note, with 13,555 new HGVs registered in Q4 – a 2.3% improvement on the same period in 2015.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rigid vehicles continued to fuel the market throughout 2016, with both the >6-16T and >16T segments experiencing double-digit growth – up 21.6% and 14.5% respectively. The artics segment, meanwhile, ended the year down by -7.5%, but in the fourth quarter bucked the downward trend set earlier in the year, rising by 0.7% as an uplift in demand for 3+ axle artics compensated for a decline in 2 axle vehicles.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Another year of growth for the HGV market in 2016 is a positive sign for the sector, particularly as it follows such an exceptionally strong 2015. HGVs are essential for transporting vital goods around the country and their demand provides a barometer for the UK economy, so these results are certainly welcome. Looking ahead, we must ensure business uncertainty is minimised so that this success continues.”
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	Notes to Editors 

Hi-res charts available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0453y7tczce48qk/AABiLBaWtDe7IUMgO_Rbu8IPa?dl=0 
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.
Note to broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio
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TOP 5 BODY TYPES
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NEW HGV REGISTRATION FIGURES BY NATION FOR Q4 2016

Q4 2016 Q42015 % change = YTD 2016 YTD 2015 % change
England 11,651 11,883 -2.0% 39810 38959 2.2%
Northern Ireland 281 262 7.3% 1188 976 | 21.7%
Scotland 1,232 836 47.6% 4,038 3,069 31.6%
Wales ‘ 387 267 ' 44.9% 1,183 ‘ 890 336%

Total 13,555 13,251 2.3% : 46,231 43,898 5.3%
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS

Quarter Q4-16 Q4-15 % change
Rigids > 6.0-16t 2879 i 2,435 18.2%
Rigids > 16t 4,073 ' 4,260 -4.4%
All rigids 6,952 6,695 3.8%
2-axle artics 935 : 1,089 -14.1%
3+-axle artics 5668 5,466 3.7%
All Artics 6,603 6,555 0.7%
Year-to-date YTD-16 YTD-15 % change
Rigids > 6.0-16t 9,870 817 i 216%
Rigids > 16t 17,012 14,852 14.5%
All rigids 26,882 22,969 17.0%
2-axle artics 2,364 | 2,415 H -2.1%
3+-axle artics 16,982 18,505 -82%

All Artics 19,346 20,920 -1.5%
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