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HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS

17 February 2021 (data for data for vehicles >6 tonnes, Q4 and full year 2020)

UK HGV registrations fall -32.2% in 2020 as operators postpone fleet renewal        

· Truck registrations drop to 32,918 units following bumper 2019 and impact of pandemic.
· Falls seen in both rigids (-27.9%) and articulated trucks (-37.2%).
· Q4 underwhelms with -10.9% fall despite pre-Christmas push in truck activity.
· Gradual return to pre-pandemic utilisation levels provides hope for 2021.
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Wednesday 17 February, 2021 New heavy goods vehicle (HGV) registrations declined by -32.2% in 2020, according to new figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The decline, which led to the weakest demand since 2010,1 is attributed to both the pandemic impacting business confidence to invest in new assets, and a bumper 2019 when new smart tachograph legislation led to a 12.6% increase in registrations.

Some 32,918 units were registered during the year, 57.7% of which were rigids, while 42.3% were articulated trucks, similar to market splits seen in 2017 and 2018. The industry recorded declines in both types of truck, with 7,352 fewer rigids (-27.9%) and 8,265 fewer artics (-37.2%) registered.

After a relatively optimistic Q3 (-1.6%), performance in Q4 was disappointing as new lockdown measures and Brexit uncertainty stalled fleet renewal, despite a pre-Christmas boost in vehicle use. Ultimately, the significant fall in demand in Q2 (-73.4%) dragged down the entire year’s performance. However, progress with vaccinations and clarity over Brexit provide reasons for optimism in fleet renewal during 2021.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “From September, truck utilisation began to exceed pre-pandemic levels – but registrations continued to fall. Operators have been sweating their existing assets given the ongoing uncertainty from lockdown, and an underlying structural decline in the market given many would have renewed their fleet in 2019. Following such a tumultuous year, where the industry has acquitted itself well under the circumstances, it is vital that operators can have confidence restored so they can invest in the latest low-emission vehicles, helping the country to deliver on its green goals while ensuring the economy, and society, continues to move.”
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Notes to Editors 
1: 2010 registrations - 27,588  
Hi-res charts available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/x2p0ukak8a0oq6l/AAC71fGRNds8bvxcn_P-6zEGa?dl=0 
SMMT HGV registrations for Q1 2021 will be published in May.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts20

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 
James Boley 	020 7344 9222  	jboley@smmt.co.uk  
Paul Mauerhoff 	020 7344 9233	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova  020 7344 9215	akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander 	020 7344 1667 	dzealander@smmt.co.uk  
Karen Parry 	020 7344 9263 	kparry@smmt.co.uk  
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS >6T - QUARTERLY TOTALS: Q1 2019 TO DATE
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NEW HGV REGISTRATION FIGURES BY NATION FOR Q4 2020

Q4 2020 Q42019 % change YTD 2020 YTD 2019 % change
England 9,895 1,122 -11.0% 28723 42,884 -33.0%
Scotland 808 833 -3.0% 2,440 312 -216%
Northern Ireland 232 275 -15.6% 796 1,259 -36.8%
Wales 213 279 -237% 944 1,254 -24.7%

Total 11,155 12,514 -10.9% 32,918 48,535 -32.2%
*Note: Channel Islands ® Isle of Man registrations not included
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