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HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS
15 November 2019 (data for vehicles >6 tonnes, Q3 2019)

HGV market falls in Q3 as new regulation hits registrations 

· UK new heavy goods vehicle registrations decline -13.1% in Q3 as market rebalances following regulatory changes. 
· Demand for rigid and artic trucks fall, down -20.5% and -3.4% respectively. 
· Tractors remain most popular body type, although registrations fall -4.7%. 
· Year-to-date registrations up 18.8% with total 36,021 units registered. 
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Friday 15 November, 2019 The UK new heavy goods vehicle (HGV) market declined -13.1% in Q3 2019, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 8,557 heavy trucks were registered between July and September, a result of regulatory changes that saw operators pull purchases forward into the first half of the year. 
 
Registrations of rigid trucks declined by a fifth (20.5%) in the third quarter, with a -28.5% decrease in the >6-16T segment and a -15.7% decline in the >16T segment.  Meanwhile, demand for artic vehicles also fell, by -3.4% to 4,100 units. Tractors remained the most popular vehicle, despite a -4.7% drop in demand, accounting for almost half of the market. All other body types experienced declines, with curtain sided trucks experiencing the biggest percentage fall, down -28.0%. 
 
Despite the fall in the quarter, the new HGV market remains strong in the year to date, with registrations in the first nine months up 18.8% year-on-year to 36,021. Both rigid truck and articulated vehicle registrations show growth, up 16.2% and 22.4% respectively.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Given the rush to register new trucks before the introduction of new regulations in June, the slowdown in quarter three was anticipated, and we expect to see the market to continue to rebalance in final part of the year. To curtail further losses, however, and to get more of these high-tech low emission vehicles on our roads, we need the right conditions to give operators confidence to continue to invest in their fleets.” 
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Notes to Editors 


From January 2019 SMMT offers an enhanced MVRIS data service to its members. SMMT will continue to publish data on a quarterly basis, enabling us to better reflect the long-term trends in these low volume markets and offer clearer insight and analysis. To ensure the most accurate data is published, 2019 HGV figures compare SMMT MVRIS data with DVLA data for 2018.

High res charts can be downloaded here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/yud2der4dxvltin/AAD0AtLtTBc-MgUzDOvByCRpa?dl=0 

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis to enable clear trend analysis. The next Heavy Commercial Vehicle release for Q4 2019 will be published by February 2020. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. 

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 14.4% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2019 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts19

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 	
Keely Scanlan 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Aleona Krechetova, 020 7344 9215, akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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Q3 2019 TOP FIVE BODY TYPES

TRACTOR BOX VAN TIPPER CURTAIN SIDED DROPSIDE LORRY
Q32019 4,009 919 672 581 398
Q32018 4,205 2139 908 807 401
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REGISTRATIONS BY WEIGHT
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UK HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS:
QUARTER 3 2019 AND % CHANGE ON 2018

Year-to-date | Year-to-date |
2019 2018

HGVs 8557 9852 -13.1% %021 30308 18.8%

Q32019 Q32018 % change

% change
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NEW HGV REGISTRATION FIGURES BY NATION FOR Q3 2019

Q32019 Q3 2018 % change YTD 2019 YTD 2018 % change
England 7542 8,494 -11.2% 31,762 26,242 21.0%
Scotland 580 861 | -32.6% i 2,279 | 2,468 -1.7%
Northern Ireland 222 285 | -22.1% | 984 | 880 11.8%
Wales 206 2n » -2.L% ! 975 ! 716 36.2%

Total -13.2% 36,021 18.8%
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS

Quarter Q3-19 Q3-18 % change
Rigids > 6.0-16t 1,507 2,108 -28.5%
Rigids > 16t 2,950 ' 3,498 - -15.7%
All rigids 4,457 5,606 -20.5%
2-adeartics 477 529 . -98%

3+-axle artics 3623 3,717 -2.5%

Al Artics

Year-to-date YTD-19 YTD-18 % change
Rigids > 6.0-16t 7153 6,210 15.2%
Rgids>16t 13217 11313 168%
All rigids 20,370 17,523 16.2%
2adeartics 1456 1249 - 166%

3+-axle artics 14,195 11,533 23.1%

All Artics 12,782
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