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HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS
12 February 2018 (data for vehicles >6 tonnes, Q4 and full year 2017)

UK HGV market declines in 2017 but demand for artics and refuse trucks bucks trend

· New HGV market declines in 2017, falling -2.6% to 45,045 units.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Artic market remains stable, up 0.8%, while demand for rigids drops -5.0%. 
· Strong growth for refuse trucks, with demand up by more than a fifth, while dropsides also show healthy 9.2% rise.





Monday 12 February, 2018 The new heavy goods vehicle (HGV) market declined -2.6% in 2017 following two years of strong growth, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 45,045 heavy trucks were registered last year, a result of fluctuating fleet buying cycles and ongoing economic uncertainty, mirroring similar declines in the new van market. 

Demand for rigid vehicles declined -5.0% in the year, with a -2.1% fall in the >6-16T segment and a -6.7% decrease in registrations of >16T vehicles. Meanwhile, demand for artic vehicles remained steady, finishing the year up 0.8% at 19,510 units. Tractors continued to be the most popular choice, accounting for 43.1% of the market, while dropside trucks also boosted their share, rising 9.2%. However, refuse disposal vehicles experienced the biggest increase in demand, up 22.7% compared with 2016.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Following two years of robust growth and the long cycles involved in heavy goods fleet renewal, it’s no surprise to see deliveries fall in 2017. However, declining operator confidence is also starting to take its toll on demand. To avoid long-term disruption, government must address economic and political concerns and restore the business certainty needed for this important market to prosper.”
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Notes to Editors 
Hi-res charts available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/25y0avalqil2730/AAByAkjTtFhoobdJAniRj7E6a?dl=0 
SMMT HGV registrations >6T are released on a quarterly basis six weeks after the quarter end. 



About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £77.5 billion turnover and £21.5 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2017 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts17.
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Q4 2017 TOP FIVE BODY TYPES

TRACTOR BOX VAN CURTAIN SIDED TIPPER REFUSE DISPOSAL

Q4 2017 6,117 1,550 886 815 588

042016 6,554 2,103 1,027 853 527
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NEW HGV REGISTRATION FIGURES BY NATION FOR Q4 2017

Q42017 Q4 2016 % change YTD 2017 YTD 2016 % change
England 11,020 11,651 -5.4% 39,622 39,810 -0.5%
Northern Ireland 266 281 -5.3% 1,085 1,188 -8.7%
Scotland 728 1,232 -40.9% 3,287 4,038 -18.6%
Wales 257 387 -33.6% 1,048 1,189 -11.9%

Total -9.5% 45,045 46,231
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS >6T - QUARTERLY TOTALS: Q1 2016 TO DATE
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UK HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS:
QUARTER 4 2017 AND % CHANGE ON 2016

Year-to-date Year-to-date

0
2017 2016 LT

Q42017 Q42016 % change

HGVs 12,271 12,555 -9.5% 45,045 46,231 -2.6%
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS

Quarter Q4-17 Q4-16 % change
Rigids > 6.0-16t 2,405 2,879 -16.5%
Rigids > 16t 3,679 4,073 -9.7%

All rigids 6,084 6,952 -12.5%
2-axle artics 942 935 0.8%
3+-axle artics 5,245 5,668 -7.5%

All Artics 6,187 6,603 -6.3%

Rigids > 6.0-16t 9,660 8,870 -2.1%
Rigids > 16t 15,875 17,012 -6.7%
2-axle artics 2,148 2,364 -9.1%
3+-axle artics 17,362 16,982 2.2%

All Artics 19,510 19,346 0.8%
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REGISTRATIONS BY WEIGHT
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