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SMMT 	NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS
5 February 2019 (data for January)

British new car registrations dip -1.6% in January but demand for electrified models surges

Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6faglo6bbdf6eqx/AADrpq5Nd0DocdBOIh-K_ctGa?dl=0 
 
· UK new car market dips -1.6% in January as 161,013 models leave forecourts.
· Private buyers boost the market in first month of 2019, but fail to offset declines in business and fleet registrations.
· Demand for electric, plug-in hybrid and hybrid cars surges – up 26.3%, with petrols rising 7.3%.

Tuesday 5 February, 2019 The UK’s new car market dipped -1.6% in January, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 161,013 new cars were registered for use on UK roads, with trends in fuel choice seen last year continuing in the first month of 2019.

Following a decline in December, private buyers returned to showrooms – up 2.9% – registering 71,378 models in the month. Conversely, demand from business and fleet buyers fell by -33.5% and -3.4% respectively.  

Meanwhile, appetite for alternatively fuelled vehicles grew 26.3%, resulting in a total 6.8% market share. The performance supports the latest forecast for this sector, currently expected to rise more than a quarter by the end of 2019 to around 177,000 units.1 Some 86,000 of these cars are set to be ultra low emission plug-in hybrids and battery electrics – taking plug-in market share to around 3.7% as an ever-increasing number of models come on sale. However, this level is still at the lower end of government ambitions, underlining the need for greater purchase incentives and investment in charging infrastructure.2

Petrol demand also grew in January, up 7.3%, but this was not enough to offset another month of decline for diesel, as registrations fell -20.3%. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “It’s encouraging to see car registrations in January broadly on par with a year ago as the latest high tech models and deals attracted buyers into showrooms. This, however, is still the fifth consecutive month of overall decline in the market. To restore momentum, we need supportive policies, not least on vehicle taxation, to encourage buyers to invest in new, cleaner vehicles that best suit their driving needs – from the latest petrols and diesels to an ever growing range of exciting electrified vehicles. This would be good for the environment and good for the industry and those who depend on it.” 
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Notes to editors

1 SMMT UK new car registrations outlook   – January 2019
2 The Road to Zero Strategy 2018, p13: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-road-to-zero-strategy-to-lead-the-world-in-zero-emission-vehicle-technology 

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £20.2 billion value added. With some 186,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 856,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.65 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2018 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts18

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 	
Katie Andrews, 020 7344 1610, kandrews@smmt.co.uk
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk


image2.jpeg
BEST SELLERS

O0O0POOO®de

JANUARY 2019

Ford Fiesta 5,399
Ford Focus 4,397
Nissan Qashqai 4,270
Volkswagen Golf 3,930
Mercedes-Benz A-Class 3,768
Vauxhall Corsa 3,097
Kia Sportage 3,063
Volkswagen Polo 2,963
Toyota Yaris 2,821

Mercedes-Benz C-Class 2,606
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JANUARY NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 2003 to 2019
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January Total Diesel : Petrol AFV Private : Fleet : Business
2019 161,013 46,823 103,176 11,014 71,378 86,559 3,076
2018 163,615 58,713 96,183 8,719 69,375 89,611 4,629
% change -1.6% -20.3% 7.3% 26.3% 2.9% -3.4% -33.5%
Mkt share ‘19 29.1% 64.1% 6.8% 44.3% 53.8% 1.9%

Mkt share '18 35.9% 58.8% 53% i 42.4% 54.8% 2.8%

Year-to-date : Total Diesel : Petrol : AFV : Private Fleet : Business
2019 161,013 46,823 103,176 11,014 71,378 86,559 3,076
2018 163,615 58,713 96,183 8,719 69,375 83,611 4,629
% change -1.6% -20.3% 7.3% 26.3% 2.9% -3.4% -33.5%
Mkt share ‘19 29.1% 64.1% 6.8% 44.3% 53.8% 1.9%

Mkt share ‘18 35.9% 58.8% 53% © 42.4% 54.8% 2.8%
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