UK COMMERCIAL VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS
5 May 2022 (data for April 2022)

UK van registrations fall -29.1% amid supply challenges as manufacturers continue green delivery
 
· New light commercial vehicle registrations fall to 21,597 units in April, a decline of -29.1% compared with best-on-record month last year.
· Registrations of large vans down -19.1%, while deliveries of medium-sized vans, the second largest segment by volume, drop by -48.6%.
· Supply chain challenges result in downward revision of outlook for 2022 to 328,000 units, a -7.7% fall year-on-year.
 
Thursday 5 May, 2022 UK light commercial vehicle (LCV) registrations declined to 21,597 units in April, down -29.1% year-on-year, according to the latest figures published by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT).
 
While the decline in registrations in April is amplified by comparison with 2021, which saw the highest total for the month since records began, this year was still -12.2% below pre-pandemic 2019.1 Despite demand being strong across all segments, supply chain pressures locally and globally, including shortages of semiconductors, hampered deliveries.
 
Newly registered large vans, which comprise more than two thirds of the LCV market, totalled 16,212 units, down -19.1% compared with a year ago, as the segment’s market share increased by nine percentage points to 75.1%. This is due in part to more significant declines in registrations of medium-sized vans – those weighing greater than 2.0 tonnes to 2.5 tonnes – by -48.6%, and small vans – weighing equal to or less than two tonnes – by -48.2%, as components shortages restricted supply. Sales of pickups, meanwhile, declined by -44.0%, while 4x4 registrations dropped by 77.8%.

As manufacturers continue to invest in and bring new electric van models to the market, registrations of these vehicles increased by 52.7% year-on-year to 919 units – representing one in 24 new vans joining the road. While electric LCV uptake continues to grow, the market is some way behind passenger cars in transitioning to electric, so policies that incentivise operators to make the switch will be essential to meet ambitious decarbonisation targets.

In light of ongoing supply chain challenges, SMMT has revised its outlook for new van registrations downwards from 363,000 units to 328,000 in 2022. As a result, this year’s market is anticipated to fall -7.7% on 2021, with BEVs expected to account for 6.3% of registrations.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Despite the global supply pressures on the UK’s light commercial vehicle sector, manufacturers are prioritising the most popular models, while investing in electric options where demand is slowly but steadily growing. Constrained supply, however, does mean that 2022’s new van market is expected to be down on last year’s bumper uptake.
“Even so, while market conditions remain challenging for van operators across the UK, now is the time for those looking to renew their fleets to put their orders in, as interest rates remain historically low and an increasing range of fuel efficient and electrified models are now available.”
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Notes to editors
1 April 2021: 30,440 units; April 2019: 24,604 units.
2 http://www.smmt.co.uk/2022/05/uk-new-car-and-van-forecast-april-2022/
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media.
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy, and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. It contributes £60 billion turnover and £12 billion value added to the UK economy, and invests around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 155,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and some 800,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 11% of total UK exports with more than 150 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating more than £73 billion of trade.
More than 30 manufacturers build more than 70 models of vehicle in the UK, supported by more than 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, chemicals, finance, logistics and steel. Many of these jobs are outside London and the South-East, with wages that are around 25% higher than the UK average.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2021 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts21
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181            pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
James Boley                           07927 668565            jboley@smmt.co.uk
Daniel Zealander                    07546 415205            dzealander@smmt.co.uk
Scott Clarke                            07912 799959            sclarke@smmt.co.uk       
Emma Butcher                        07880 191825            ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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