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SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
6 January 2022 (data for vans <3.5T and HCVs to 6T for December and FY 2021)
New van market grows by a fifth as battery electric demand more than doubles
· UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) registrations end the year up 21.4%, some 62,723 units more than last year and just -2.8% down on 2019.
· Sector grew 7.8% in best December since 2015. 
· 355,380 of the latest, cleanest models join UK roads in 2021, including a record 12,759 battery electric vans.

Thursday 6 January, 2022 UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) registrations bounced back from the pandemic-hit 2020, growing by more than a fifth (21.4%) in 2021, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 

355,380 new light commercial vehicles were registered in the year, ending with the best December for the sector since 2015 with a 7.8% increase. 

The robustness of the LCV market was due in part to strong underlying demand from key sectors – notably construction and home deliveries – with significant fleet investments resulting in 62,723 more units being registered in the last year than in 2020. This performance is only marginally weaker than the strong 2019 market (-2.8%)1 and the five-year pre-Covid average (-3.0%).2 

There was more good news for the sector as BEV uptake soared by 142.3%, although this equates to a relatively modest 12,759 zero emission vans and a total market share of 3.6%. With petrol and diesel vans facing the same end of sale date as passenger cars, this shows just how far the LCV BEV market needs to grow even to replicate the shift taking place in the passenger car market where BEVs account for one in nine registrations as opposed to one in 28 in the van market. 

In terms of market segmentation, there were significant increases for both 4x4s and the heaviest vans weighing greater than 2.5-3.5 tonnes of 183.0% and 27.8% respectively, while vans weighing greater than 2.0-2.5 tonnes were the only segment to decrease, albeit by a marginal -0.8%. 

Looking forward to 2022, the LCV market is predicted to grow further to 363,700 units, bringing registrations in line with 2019’s 365,778 units. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “After a difficult 2020, the commercial vehicle sector has bounced back, with registrations recovering to just shy of pre-Covid levels. While demand has remained robust, there is still the potential for market volatility with the Omicron variant and component shortages threatening supply chains. Manufacturers are working hard to ensure deliveries, and, with a record number of battery electric vans registered this past year, customers can be assured that more of these new technology vehicles will be available to keep society and businesses moving in an increasingly zero-emission manner.” 
Notes to editors
1. 2019 – 365,778
2. 2015-2019 five-year average – 366,554
High res charts can be downloaded here: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/dgfgs5672w8p0zk/AAAhERGGSjCpDaUbdQggF32Wa?dl=0

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for January are released on 4 February 2022.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy, and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. It contributes £60 billion turnover and £12 billion value added to the UK economy, and invests around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 155,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and some 800,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 11% of total UK exports with more than 150 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating more than £73 billion of trade. 

More than 30 manufacturers build more than 70 models of vehicle in the UK, supported by more than 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, chemicals, finance, logistics and steel. Many of these jobs are outside London and the South-East, with wages that are around 25% higher than the UK average.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2021 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts21

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts:

Paul Mauerhoff                       	07809 522181	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
James Boley                           	07927 668565	jboley@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander                   	07546 415205	dzealander@smmt.co.uk  
Scott  Clarke                  	07912 799959	sclarke@smmt.co.uk        
Emma Butcher 	             	07880 191825	ebutcher@smmt.co.uk  

image1.jpeg
SMMT
DRIVING THE 5
MOTOR INDUSTRY




