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SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
4 December 2020 (data for vans <3.5T and HCVs to 6T for November 2020)
UK new van market up 8.8% in November 
· Third consecutive month of growth for new van market, with 28,541 vehicles registered. 
· Vans weighing more than 2.5-3.5 tonnes drive uplift, up 25.2%, with 20,769 new vehicles joining fleets before Christmas.
· Performance year-to-date still playing catch up, down -21.5% on 2019. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Friday 4 December, 2020 UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) registrations rose 8.8% in November, the third consecutive monthly increase, according to the latest figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Despite prolonged uncertainty and varying lockdown restrictions across the country, the sector responded to growing demand as businesses scaled up online delivery operations. 

Registrations of small vans weighing less than or equal to 2.0 tonnes and medium vans weighing more than 2.0-2.5 tonnes rose by 13.7% and 13.6% respectively. Demand for larger vans weighing more than 2.5-3.5 tonnes saw the largest growth, up 25.2%, while 4x4s and pickups saw a decrease in registrations, down -0.7% and -56.2% respectively.  

Meanwhile, demand for battery electric and plug-in hybrid LCVs continued to grow, up 79.7% compared with November last year. Though still a small portion of the overall van market, where key considerations remain payload and range, alternatively fuelled vans have doubled their share of the market to 1.9% of all LCV registrations in the year to date. 

Although an increase in ecommerce is helping van demand grow, performance in the year to date is still behind last year’s relatively weak numbers, down -21.5% or almost 73,000 units short on LCV registrations in the first 11 months of 2019. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Growth in new van registrations, even through November’s lockdown, is welcome during these turbulent times but it’s important not to assume a long trend just yet. As regions emerge from lockdown for the final month of 2020, it’s vital that this growth translates into longer term investment in fleet renewal for the sector to help drive the economy towards recovery.”
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Notes to editors
High res charts can be downloaded here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ajf8oreyo8vmwmw/AAACVQeyLqR4POuKOmhQkGZYa?dl=0 
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at https://media.smmt.co.uk/facts/

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 
James Boley 	020 7344 9222  	jboley@smmt.co.uk  
Paul Mauerhoff 	020 7344 9233	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova  020 7344 9215	akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander 	020 7344 1667 	dzealander@smmt.co.uk  
Emma Butcher 	020 7344 9263 	ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 

image1.png
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE
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UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals November 2014 to date
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