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SMMT VAN AND TRUCK REGISTRATIONS
5 April 2012 (data for March 2012)

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER:  5001							      FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE

March van market struggles while trucks stay strong

· Van and truck market down 7.6% in March with 45,048 registrations, rolling year up 6.8% to 295,307.
· Truck registrations up 25.6% at 5,881 in the month, rolling year up 31.1% to 45,807.
· Van registrations down 11.1% to 39,167 units in March, rolling year up 3.9% to 249,500.

UK van and truck registrations: 2012 and % change on 2011

	
	March
	% change
	Year-to-date
	% change
	Rolling year
	% change

	Vans
	39,167
	-11.1%
	61,688
	-14.7%
	249,500
	3.9%

	Trucks
	5,881
	25.6%
	12,080
	31.1%
	45,807
	25.4%

	Total
	45,048
	-7.6%
	73,768
	-9.6%
	295,307
	6.8%



“Vans struggled to retain the rate of growth seen in 2011, down 11.1% in March while trucks volumes grew 25.6%, the 18th consecutive monthly rise,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “Fuel prices are at the forefront of everyone’s minds, so the efficiency of new vans and trucks will be a key factor in returning the market to stability over the course of 2012.”



Notes
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £49 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 730,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for more than 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.3 billion each year in automotive R&D. For more details, see SMMT’s 12th Annual Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.  

Media contacts:
Jonathan Visscher		020 7344 9263		jvisscher@smmt.co.uk 
Nikki Rooke		020 7344 9226		nrooke@smmt.co.uk

UK van and truck registrations

	Month
	Mar-12
	Mar-11
	% change

	Pickups
	4,025
	5,409
	-25.6%

	4x4s
	1,418
	1,399
	1.4%

	Vans <= 2.0t
	6,698
	8,874
	-24.5%

	Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t
	5,440
	4,863
	11.9%

	Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t
	21,586
	23,529
	-8.3%

	All Vans to 3.5T
	39,167
	44,074
	-11.1%

	Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t
	1,428
	804
	77.6%

	Rigids > 6.0 - 16t
	1,320
	837
	57.7%

	Rigids > 16t
	1,570
	1,129
	39.1%

	All rigids
	4,318
	2,770
	55.9%

	2-axle artics
	163
	242
	-32.6%

	3-axle artics
	1,400
	1,670
	-16.2%

	All artics
	1,563
	1,912
	-18.3%

	
	
	

	Year-to-date
	YTD-12
	YTD-11
	% change

	Pickups
	6,266
	8,391
	-25.3%

	4x4s
	2,156
	2,068
	4.3%

	Vans <= 2.0t
	10,502
	14,665
	-28.4%

	Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t
	8,437
	8,240
	2.4%

	Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t
	34,327
	38,977
	-11.9%

	All Vans to 3.5T
	61,688
	72,341
	-14.7%

	Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t
	2,190
	1,423
	53.9%

	Rigids > 6.0 - 16t
	2,731
	1,612
	69.4%

	Rigids > 16t
	3,416
	2,157
	58.4%

	All rigids
	8,337
	5,192
	60.6%

	2-axle artics
	545
	594
	-8.2%

	3-axle artics
	3,198
	3,431
	-6.8%

	All artics
	3,743
	4,025
	-7.0%

	
	
	
	

	Rolling Year
	RY-12
	RY-11
	% change

	Pickups
	24,044
	22,741
	5.7%

	4x4s
	6,766
	6,053
	11.8%

	Vans <= 2.0t
	41,403
	45,424
	-8.9%

	Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t
	34,097
	29,785
	14.5%

	Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t
	143,190
	136,038
	5.3%

	All Vans to 3.5T
	249,500
	240,041
	3.9%

	Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t
	6,301
	6,497
	-3.0%

	Rigids > 6.0 - 16t
	9,571
	6,920
	38.3%

	Rigids > 16t
	11,797
	8,758
	34.7%

	All rigids
	27,669
	22,175
	24.8%

	2-axle artics
	3,095
	2,394
	29.3%

	3-axle artics
	15,043
	11,974
	25.6%

	All artics
	18,138
	14,368
	26.2%


 (
C
V
 registrations at 
March
 2012
Van registrations remained down on 2011 for all months in Q1 2012. March’s total at 39,167 units was down 11.1% with the three months to March down 14.7%. 4X4 Utility-type vans and 2 to 2.5t vans were the exceptions to the general pattern of year-on-year declines.
Truck demand was robust again in March, the 18
th
 consecutive month of growth. The recent trend for firm growth in 2-axle rigid volumes has continued from September 2011. Recent months have seen growth in artic volumes soften and now fall on the same months last year. At over 18,000, annual artic volumes have doubled from the levels reached in 2010.
)
Trucks >3.5t at March 1998 - 2012
Registrations of trucks	>	3.5T	1998	1999	2000	2001	2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2003-08	4777	5632	6012	5514	4886	5710	6103	6082	6632	5048	6687	4211	4209	4682	5763	6043.6666666666788	


Vans =<3.5t at March 1998 - 2012
Registrations of vans=	<	3.5T	1998	1999	2000	2001	2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2003-08	25647	33217	35816	35912	33956	42567	49033	48384	51467	51062	52099	29822	34691	44074	39068	49102	


Van and truck registrations - rolling year trends Dec 2007 to date
LCV TO 3.5 (LH Axis)	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	337736	338326	338918	339955	340082	339005	337288	332861	329086	318756	308864	295396	289462	278921	270935	248658	236967	224045	212565	204305	200328	192198	188839	188730	186386	186187	188048	192917	193848	198054	201035	204514	205649	212576	215902	219866	222915	228523	230658	240041	243231	246172	248883	248736	250710	254045	255268	258824	260153	257337	254407	249500	ARTIC (RH Axis)	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	15133	16057	16582	17385	17964	18431	18903	18941	19072	19273	18767	18503	18759	18088	17457	16424	15587	14784	13938	13248	12588	13341	12147	10825	9773	9184	9010	9099	9029	9170	9324	9504	9752	8640	9841	11042	12075	12986	13591	14368	15137	15636	16077	16715	16973	17404	17933	18021	18420	18500	18487	18138	RIGID (RH Axis)	39417	39448	39479	39508	39539	39569	39600	39630	39661	39692	39722	39753	39783	39814	39845	39873	39904	39934	39965	39995	40026	40057	40087	40118	40148	40179	40210	40238	40269	40299	40330	40360	40391	40422	40452	40483	40513	40544	40575	40603	40634	40664	40695	40725	40756	40787	40817	40848	40878	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	35614	36201	37038	37874	38472	38926	39385	39723	39481	39496	39505	38692	38651	37900	36990	35547	34287	32932	31306	30058	29202	28786	26935	25769	24973	24079	23463	23372	22922	22575	22562	22612	22469	21692	21894	22336	22383	22386	22479	22175	22407	22431	22206	22327	22520	22254	22777	23486	24524	25563	26121	27669	Dec 2007 to date

rolling year registration totals
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