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SMMT 	NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS
4 April 2019 (data for March 2019)

UK car market falls in March as uncertainty undermines buyer confidence

Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/n44sqx3pcbfug4n/AABymdDWXvGLlSlQcMteYhgsa?dl=0


        UK new car market down -3.4% in key plate change month as diesel and Brexit uncertainty continued to affect confidence. 
        New cars safer than ever before, with eight in 10 featuring self-activating safety tech, including autonomous emergency braking and collision warning.1
        Major new report shows British consumers set to be among world’s first to benefit from self-driving vehicles – but ‘no deal’ Brexit threat puts progress at risk.

Thursday 4 April, 2019 UK new car registrations declined by -3.4% last month, as political and economic uncertainty and continuing confusion over diesel affected demand, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). March is a crucial month for the new car market, as the plate change drives buyers into showrooms, with new car demand often seen as a bellwether for consumer confidence and the health of the wider economy. 

Demand fell in both the private and business sectors, with registrations down -2.8% and -44.8% respectively, while fleet demand was stable, up 0.3%. Declines were seen across almost every vehicle segment, including popular SUVs (-1.7%) and small family cars (-4.0%). However, superminis – Britain’s favourite vehicle type – saw a 4.4% increase in demand, taking a third (33.7%) of all registrations.

Following the trend of recent months, diesel registrations fell -21.4% while petrol demand grew 5.1%. Meanwhile, demand for Alternatively Fuelled Vehicles (AFVs) increased by 7.6% with 25,302 registered, the biggest March volume on record. With almost 40 plug-in models on the market in the UK, and over 20 more expected to arrive in 2019, demand for these new technologies is expected to continue to grow.  

Technological innovation is not restricted to powertrains, however, with cutting-edge technology helping to improve driver comfort and safety. Latest data shows that new driver assistance technology that mitigates driver error and prevents accidents is now available on almost eight in 10 new cars on the road. Last year, 1,848,394 new cars joining UK roads offered at least one self-activating safety system, either as standard or as an optional extra, including autonomous emergency braking (AEB), adaptive cruise control and overtaking sensors. AEB is now available on seven in ten cars, with over half of cars registered featuring the technology as standard. Meanwhile, overtaking sensors and adaptive cruise control were available to 51.9% of buyers.2

Today’s figures come as SMMT launches a major new report showing UK consumers could be among the first in the world to benefit from self-driving vehicles.3 The research positions the UK at number one, globally, for mass market potential. Provided the conditions are met, the rollout of connected and autonomous technology could prevent 47,000 serious accidents and save 3,900 lives over the next decade – with an overall £62 billion economic opportunity by 2030. However, the ability to realise this is 

dependent in part on the UK leaving the EU with a deal that benefits the automotive industry. A ‘no deal’ scenario would have a devastating impact on investment and our hard-won reputation – risking the UK’s position as a leading global market and a centre of excellence for innovation.  

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “March is a key barometer for the new car market, so this fall is of clear concern. While manufacturers continue to invest in exciting models and cutting-edge tech, for the UK to reap the full benefits of these advances, we need a strong market that encourages the adoption of new technology. That means supportive policies, not least on vehicle taxation and incentives, to give buyers the confidence to invest in the new car that best meets their driving needs. Above all, we urgently need an end to the political and economic uncertainty by removing permanently the threat of a ‘no deal’ Brexit and agreeing a future relationship that avoids any additional friction that would increase costs and hence prices.” 
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Notes to editors

1. Latest autonomous technology vehicle content analysis conducted by JATO Dynamics based on SMMT new car registration data for 2018. 1.8 cars newly registered in 2018 came with Collision Warning Systems either as standard or as optional cost extra. 
2. 1.3 million cars newly registered in 2018 came with overtaking sensors or adaptive cruise control either as standard or as a cost extra. 
3. Download the report: https://www.smmt.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/SMMT-CONNECTED-REPORT-2019.pdf 

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £20.2 billion value added. With some 186,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 856,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.65 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2018 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts18

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 	
Katie Andrews, 020 7344 1610, kandrews@smmt.co.uk
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk


image2.png
BEST SELLERS

e0EOOOOOO®S

MARCH 2019

Ford Fiesta 14,676
Vauxhall Corsa 13,244
Volkswagen Golf 11,072
Mercedes-Benz A-Class 10,805
Nissan Qashgqai 10,701
Ford Focus 9,734
MINI 8,896
Volkswagen Polo 8,614
BMW 1 Series 7,986
Toyota Yaris 7,853
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta
Vauxhall Corsa
Volkswagen Golf
Ford Focus

23,474
17,647
17,412
16,668

Mercedes-Benz A-Class 16,632

Nissan Qashqai
Volkswagen Polo
MINI

Toyota Yaris
Ford Kuga

16,420
13,089
11,969
11,400
10,805
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