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Strong fleet demand for new cars eases February decline

1. New car registrations fell less than expected in February, dropping just 7.7% to 63,424 units. 
1. February outturn was above expectations and only just below the scrappage-boosted 2010 market.
1. Registrations over the first two months of 2011 were down 10.2% to 192,235 units.
1. First six months of 2011 are expected to be down by 8.3% before picking up in the latter half of the year.
1. February typically accounts for just 3% of annual sales, ahead of the March plate change.

“The UK motor industry is looking for a strong March market to help boost confidence and kick start demand for the new 11-plate. February new car registrations were better than expected and whilst below 2010 levels, they were significantly ahead of 2009 and on an improving trend,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “This month’s Budget will be critical in determining consumer and business confidence and the ongoing stability of the market. We’re looking for certainty on motoring taxes, a freeze on fuel duty and measures that support business investment and access to finance and credit.”
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Percentage change in new car registrations, by sales type, January 2009 to date





Notes:
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £40 billion turnover and £8.5 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for over 10% of total UK exports and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. For more details, download SMMT’s 11th annual Sustainability Report or Motor Industry Facts from the SMMT website. Visit the automotive information area of the SMMT website for the vehicle registration data archive.
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	February
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2011
	63,424
	31,755
	31,033
	636
	22,584
	38,588
	2,252

	2010
	68,686
	29,169
	38,837
	680
	30,798
	35,540
	2,348

	% change
	-7.7%
	8.9%
	-20.1%
	-6.5%
	-26.7%
	8.6%
	-4.1%

	Mkt share '11
	
	50.1%
	48.9%
	1.0%
	35.6%
	60.8%
	3.6%

	Mkt share '10
	
	42.5%
	56.5%
	1.0%
	44.8%
	51.7%
	3.4%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2011
	192,235
	96,834
	92,965
	2,436
	74,159
	109,036
	9,040

	2010
	214,165
	89,237
	122,404
	2,524
	95,913
	108,266
	9,986

	% change
	-10.2%
	8.5%
	-24.1%
	-3.5%
	-22.7%
	0.7%
	-9.5%

	Mkt share '11
	
	50.4%
	48.4%
	1.3%
	38.6%
	56.7%
	4.7%

	Mkt share '10
	
	41.7%
	57.2%
	1.2%
	44.8%
	50.6%
	4.7%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	February
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Golf
	2,709
	
	1
	Focus
	10,065

	
	2
	Corsa
	2,617
	
	2
	Fiesta
	8,248

	
	3
	Focus
	2,483
	
	3
	Corsa
	6,980

	
	4
	Fiesta
	2,404
	
	4
	Golf
	6,819

	
	5
	Astra
	2,036
	
	5
	Astra
	6,546

	
	6
	Insignia
	1,842
	
	6
	Polo
	4,580

	
	7
	Zafira
	1,705
	
	7
	Insignia
	4,078

	
	8
	Polo
	1,570
	
	8
	3 Series
	4,038

	
	9
	Qashqai
	1,367
	
	9
	Qashqai
	3,475

	
	10
	Meriva
	1,367
	 
	10
	Zafira
	3,343



February market shows smallest dip in recent downturn and betters expectations by 6%

· New car registrations fell for an eighth consecutive month in February, down 5,262 units to 63,424 units. The 7.7% fall was the smallest decline recorded over this period.

· The February outturn was 6.0% above SMMT’s forecast for the month. February is a very low volume month, just ahead of the registration plate change in March. In 2010 February represented just 3.4% of the annual market, whilst March took a 19.6% share. 

· In February 2010 the Scrappage Incentive Scheme (SIS) accounted for almost 20% of the market. With those registrations removed, the 2011 market would be up 13.2%. The 2011 February new car market was 14.5% above the 2009 February outturn, but some 18.1% away from the 1999-2010 average for the month.

· Registrations in the first two months of 2011 have declined by 10.2% or 21,930 units. Over the last three and six month periods the market has fallen by approximately 13%, although over the past 12 months was down just 1.7%.

· Fleet volumes recovered in February, up 8.6%, but private demand continued to decline.

· Demand for the mini and supermini segment cars, boosted by the SIS a year ago, continued to fall in February. Registrations of executive, luxury saloon, sports cars and MPVs showed double digit growth in the month. 

· Demand for diesel cars rose by 8.9% in February and their market share was once again over 50% in the month. 

· The Volkswagen Golf was the best seller in February, with the Ford Focus number one over the year-to-date.

The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that www.smmt.co.uk is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only.  Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.
March 2011 new car registration figures will be released on 6 April 2011 at 09:00.
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