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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 March 2018 (data for February 2018)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ibwgr75k135jt61/AAB6KoZN1JivwBG3L5ib_oZAa?dl=0 

UK new car market dips in February 
         80,805 new cars driven off forecourts in the month, -2.8% down on 2017, as UK new car market dips.
         Demand for petrol and alternatively fuelled vehicles continues to rise, but diesel demand falls again.
         Year-to-date market for new cars down -5.1%, with 244,420 units registered nationwide. 
 
Monday 5 March 2018 The UK new car market dipped in February, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 80,805 new cars were registered, a -2.8% drop compared with February 2017, in what is traditionally one of the quietest months of the year ahead of the March number plate change. 
 
Continuing recent trends, demand for petrol and alternatively fuelled vehicles (AFVs) rose in February, up 14.4% and 7.2% respectively, with the former driven by some new, smaller models coming to market. Registrations of new diesel cars declined -23.5%, a disappointing performance given the latest low emission vehicles can help address air quality issues. 
 
So far this year, the UK new car market has declined -5.1%, with registrations by business, private and fleet buyers all down, -29.8%, -7.1% and -2.1% respectively. Meanwhile, double digit growth for petrol and AFVs has been unable to offset the move away from diesel, which now commands a 35.6% market share. The discrepancy in demand suggests diesel car owners are keeping their older cars for longer.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Although the new car market has dipped, it remains at a good level despite the drop in demand for diesel. Consumers should be reassured, however, that the latest cars are the cleanest in history and can help address air quality issues, which is why they are exempt from any restrictions. Looking ahead to the crucial number plate change month of March, we expect a further softening, given March 2017 was a record as registrations were pulled forward to avoid VED changes.”
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Notes to editors
 

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £77.5 billion turnover and £21.5 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2017 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts17.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff, 0207 344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Katie Andrews, 020 7344 1610, kandrews@smmt.co.uk
Eleanor Fricker, 020 7344 1667, efricker@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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BEST SELLERS
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FEBRUARY 2018

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf

Ford Focus
Mercedes-Benz A Class
Ford Kuga

Vauxhall Mokka X

Mini

Mercedes-Benz C Class
BMW 3 Series

Kia Sportage

5,201
2,927
2,052
1,671
1,552
1,525
1,239
1,199
1,173
1,152
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta 13,536
Volkswagen Golf 7,237
Ford Focus 6,157
Vauxhall Mokka X 5,292
Mercedes-Benz A Class 5,029
Nissan Qashqai 4,896
Ford Kuga 4,132
Kia Sportage 3,774
Mercedes-Benz C Class 3,677
Vauxhall Corsa 3,634
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February Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV Private @ Fleet Business
2018 80,805 : 28317 48,941 3,547 35,227 44,554 974

2017 83,115 : 37,020 42,787 3,308 36,015 45,700 1,400

% change -28% :  -235% 14.4% 7.2% -20% -25% -30.4%
Mkt share 2018 : 35.0% 60.6% 44% 43.7% 55.1% 1.2%

Mkt share 2017 ' 44.5% 51.5% 4.0% 43.3% 55.0% 1.7%
Year-to-date : Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV Private : Fleet Business
2018 244,420 ¢ 87,020 144,833 © 12567 © 104,682 134,073 5,665
2017 257,679 1 115,925 131,167 © 10587 : 112729 136,882 8,068

% change DA% C -249% 104% © 187% : -7.1% -2.1% -29.8%
Mkt share 2018 : 35.6% 59.3% 5.1% 42.8% 54.9% 23%

Mkt share 2017 ' 45.0% 50.9% 41% 43.7% 53.1% 3.1%
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