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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS
4 March 2021 (data for February 2021)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4dsep16xrh1k442/AAAexHKNlq_UknHr1060O0ima?dl=0
New car registrations drop -35.5% as lockdown depresses demand ahead of ‘new reg’ month  
· Weakest February since 1959 as 28,282 fewer cars registered during traditionally quiet month. 1 
· Battery electric (BEVs) and plug-in hybrid vehicles (PHEVs) continue to spark demand, accounting for more than one in eight registrations. 
· Market outlook downgraded to 1.83 million registrations in 2021 as showroom closures continue to stall order books.  
Thursday 4 March, 2021 The UK new car market declined by -35.5% in February as 28,282 fewer units were registered during a traditionally weak month for new vehicle uptake, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The industry recorded its lowest February uptake since 1959, with 51,312 new cars registered.  
   
With showrooms closed nationwide since 5 January – and in many parts of the country, since December – both private and fleet sector demand fell, by -37.3% and -33.5% respectively. All vehicle segments saw declines save for luxury saloons, which recorded a 3.8% increase against a statistically very small proportion of the market.   
  
Plug-in vehicles continued to enjoy growth, with BEVs and PHEVs taking a combined 13.0% market share for the month, up from just 5.7% in February 2020. BEV uptake increased by 40.2% to 3,516, and PHEVs by 52.1% to 3,131 as the industry continues to promote a broad range of lower-emission technologies for consumers. However, increasing uptake of these new technologies to the levels required by 2030 remains a mammoth task, with yesterday’s Budget proving a missed opportunity given the lack of measures to support the market overall and notably the transition away from pure petrol and diesel cars and vans. 
     
More positively, the Chancellor answered industry’s call for a furlough extension, vital given the massive fall in vehicle demand. With the country facing ongoing restrictions until at least 12 April, the automotive industry expects a challenging March, traditionally the sector’s most important month which would typically account for one in five annual registrations.  
 
While online orders and click and collect can provide a lifeline, showroom closures mean dealerships will find it significantly more challenging to fill order banks following £23 billion worth of fewer registrations since March 2020.2 As a result, SMMT has revised its market outlook to 1.83 million new car registrations in 2021, down from the 1.89 million predicted in January. Most of these losses are expected to occur in March.  
  
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said: “February is traditionally a small month for car registrations and with showrooms closed for the duration, the decline is deeply disappointing but expected. More concerning, however, is that these closures have stifled dealers’ preparations for March with the expectation that this will now be a third, successive dismal ‘new plate month’. Although we have a pathway out of restrictions with rapid vaccine rollout, and proven experience in operating click and collect, it is essential that showrooms reopen as soon as possible so the industry can start to build back better, and recover the £23 billion loss from the past year.”  
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Notes to editors
1 1959 – 41,471 registrations
2 Market decline since March 2020 of -753,279 units, multiplied by JATO average new car price of approx. £30,729
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at https://media.smmt.co.uk/facts/ 
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts:
Paul Mauerhoff		020 7344 9233                       pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
James Boley		020 7344 9222                       jboley@smmt.co.uk
Aleona Krechetova		020 7344 9215                       akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander		020 7344 1667                       dzealander@smmt.co.uk       
Karen Parry		020 7344 9263                       kparry@smmt.co.uk 
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Private 21,364 34,049 -37.3% 41.6% 42.8%
Fleet 29181 44,078 -33.5% 57.1% 55.4%
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Diesel So6761 ¢ 17347 ¢ -61.0% : 132% - 21.8%
MHEV diesel ~ :© 2758 : 2000 : 379% : 54% : 25%
Petrol D675 148219 1 -445% 1 521% 1 606%
MHEV petrol  : 5187 @ 3308 @ 568% : 101% : 42%
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BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle; PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle; HEV - Hybrid Electric Vehicle,
MHEV - Mild Hybrid Electric Vehicle
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BEST SELLERS

B0O0QOOOOR®e

FEBRUARY 2021

Ford Fiesta
Vauxhall Corsa
Nissan Qashqai

Mercedes-Benz A-Class

Volvo XC40
Kia Niro

Volkswagen T-Roc
Volkswagen Tiguan

Ford Kuga
Ford Focus

1,645
1,408
1,321
1,298
1,251
1,215
1,031
1,011

960

945
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Vauxhall Corsa
Ford Fiesta
Nissan Qashqai
Kia Sportage
Volvo XC40

Mercedes-Benz A-Class

Kia Niro
Volkswagen Golf
Ford Puma

Ford Focus

4,486
4,239
4,156
3,751
3,452
3,157
2,956
2,702
2,675
2,631
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