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Modest -3.0% decline for November UK new car market 

1. UK new car market down -3.0% in November to 158,639 units, reflecting uncertainty, falling consumer confidence and supply constraints. 
1. Growth for petrol and alternatively fuelled vehicles fails to offset further fall in diesel demand.
1. Year-to-date more than 2.2 million new cars registered, in line with expectations given challenging conditions.

Wednesday 5 December 2018 The UK new car market declined by a modest -3.0% in November with some 158,639 units registered, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Stalling consumer confidence, supply delays due to implementation of the new WLTP emissions test and model replacement all combined to affect overall sales.1
  
Reflecting recent trends, demand for petrol and alternatively fuelled vehicles (AFVs) rose 3.5% and 24.6% respectively, but failed to offset a -16.7% fall for diesel cars. While fleet and private registrations fell in turn by -0.7% and -6.4%, business sales rose 8.6%, though the latter makes up only 3.1% of the market.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the year to date, more than 2.2 million buyers have taken advantage of an increasingly diverse range of models, including ever-more zero and low emission vehicles as manufacturers continue investing in technologies to produce the cleanest vehicles ever made. The market was down -6.9% on the first 11 months of 2017, but is in line with industry expectations given current challenging conditions.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Model and regulatory changes combined with falling consumer confidence conspired to affect supply and demand in November. The good news is that, as supply constraints ease, and new exciting models come on sale in the months ahead, buyers can look forward to a wide choice of cutting-edge petrol, diesel and electrified cars. It’s now critical that a Brexit deal is secured to boost consumer confidence and provide a stimulus to the new car market as we enter the New Year.”
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Notes to editors

1: https://www.gfk.com/en-gb/insights/press-release/uk-consumer-confidence-drops-three-points-in-november-to-13/ 
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £20.2 billion value added. With some 186,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 856,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.65 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2018 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts18

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 	
Keely Scanlan 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Katie Andrews, 020 7344 1610, kandrews@smmt.co.uk
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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BEST SELLERS
NOVEMBER 2018

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Nissan Qashqai

MINI

Volkswagen Polo

Ford Focus

Vauxhall Mokka X

Kia Sportage

Vauxhall Corsa

5,193
4,678
4,104
3,195
3,170
3,115
3,068
2,778
2,731
2,594
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf
Vauxhall Corsa
Nissan Qashqai
Ford Focus

MINI
Volkswagen Polo

90,173
60,605
48,651
47,937
46,573
40,254
40,221

Mercedes-Benz A-Class 39,243

Ford Kuga
Kia Sportage

37,752
34,069
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