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New car market continues downward trend as buyer confidence wanes

· UK new car registrations fall -6.7% in October, as consumer confidence remains weak.
· Private demand sees significant drop, down -13.2%, while fleet demand remains stable. 
· Alternatively fuelled vehicles reach record 9.9% market share with 14,231 registered.1 
· Year-to-date market down -2.9% with 58,897 fewer cars registered than in October 2018. 
Tuesday 5 November, 2019 UK new car registrations declined -6.7% last month, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 10,348 fewer cars were registered than in October last year, reflecting a tough environment for businesses and consumers as economic and political uncertainty continued to impact confidence. 
The decline was driven by falling demand from private consumers, with registrations down -13.2%. Business demand also fell, while fleet registrations remained stable at +0.3%. There was a mixed picture across body types, with the popular supermini segment experiencing a substantial decline (-23.4%), while dual purpose and small family car registrations grew +7.1% and +3.3% respectively.2 
Registrations of diesel cars fell for the 31st month, down -28.3%, while petrols also declined, 
by -3.2%. Bucking the overall trend, electrified cars continued to grow in popularity. Hybrid electric cars increased by a considerable +28.9%, with 7,950 leaving showrooms, as battery electric vehicle registrations almost tripled, up +151.8% to 3,162 units. Plug-in hybrids, however, fell just short of their positive performance in the same month last year, down -1.7%.3  Combined, alternatively fuelled vehicle registrations reached 9.9% market share in the month – the highest on record, up from 6.9% last year. 
Year to date, the new car market remains in decline, down -2.9% on the first 10 months of 2018. The fall reflects continued uncertainty over diesel and clean air zones, stunted economic growth and uncertainty over Brexit.
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The growth in alternatively fuelled cars is very welcome, showing increasing buyer appetite for these new technologies. The overall market remains tough, however, with October now the year’s eighth month of decline and in need of an injection of confidence. Whether the general election delivers a ‘bounce’ to the economy remains to be seen but, with attractive deals and an ever-greater choice of low, ultra low and zero emission models arriving in the UK’s showrooms, consumers have every incentive to consider buying a new car.”
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Notes to editors

1. Alternatively fuelled vehicle registrations include Battery Electric (BEV), Plug-in Hybrid (PHEV) and Hybrid Electric Vehicles (HEV). 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Small family car refers to the lower medium segment. 
3. Plug-in hybrid registrations grew 19.1% in October 2018, year on year. 

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 14.4% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2019 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts19

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Aleona Krechetova, 020 7344 9215, akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 	
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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October

2019 2018 chnaA)nge sh:::t-‘lg sh:::t-m
Private 60,083 69,225 -13.2% 41.9% 45.1%
Fleet 79,912 79,703 0.3% 55.8% 51.9%
Business 3,256 4,671 : -30.3% 23% . 3.0%
TOTAL 143,251 153,599 -6.7%
Year to date
2019 2018 chr:ﬁnge shaNII':t—19 sh:::t—18
Private 898,237 928,128 -3.2% 44.8% : 45.0%
Fleet 1,056,221 . 1,055,146 0.1% 527% . 51.1%
Business 51,064 81,145 : -37.1% 25% 3.9%
TOTAL 52,005,522 2 2,064,&193 -2.9% :
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BEST SELLERS
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OCTOBER 2019

Ford Fiesta

Nissan Qashqai
Volkswagen Golf
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Ford Focus

Ford Kuga

Kia Sportage
Volkswagen Tiguan
Volkswagen Polo

Range Rover Evoque

5,138
4,084
3,976
3,630
3,585
3,041
2,588
2,547
2,191
2,134
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta 69,702
Volkswagen Golf 50,468
Ford Focus 49,517
Vauxhall Corsa 49,341
Mercedes-Benz A-Class 46,923
Nissan Qashqai 46,569
MINI 34,387
Ford Kuga 33,848
Volkswagen Polo 32,257

Kia Sportage 30,815
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October

2019 . 2018 ch?nge shah::t—‘lg sh:rlzt-m
Diesel © 34666 - 48381 - -283% - 242% -  315%
Petrol S89371 - 92348 - -32% - 624% - 60.1%
BEV So3162 ¢ 125 - 1518% - 22% - 08%
PHEV So3M9 C 3173 ¢ 1% - 22% - 21%
HEV S 7950 - 6168 - 289% - 55% - 40%

MHEV diesel - 3251 - 680 - 3781% - 23% -  04%
MHEVpetrol - 1732 © 1593 : 87% - 12% -  10%
TOTAL 143,251 - 153,599 © -6.7% - :

Year to date

. . % . Mkt . Mkt

: YTD2019 :YTD 2018 : change - share-19 [ share-18
Diesel © 515054 . 653736 - -212% - 257% -  317%
Petrol . 1,306,948 : 1278625 : 22% - 652% -  619%
BEV S 28259 . 12555 ¢ 1254% : 14% . 06%
PHEV i 258902 - 35317 -267% - 13% . 17%
HEV . 85871 . 73734 . 165% - 43% . 36%

MHEV diesel - 22741 - 2537 : 7964% - 11% -  01%

MHEV petrol - 20757 - 7915 : 1622% - 10% -  04%
TOTAL -2,005,522 - 2,064,419: -2.9% - :

BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle; PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle; HEV - Hybrid Electric Vehicle,
MHEYV - Mild Hybrid Electric Vehicle
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