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BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS
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Bus and coach registrations grow 45.2% in Q1 2022 but remain well below pre-pandemic levels
 
· Demand for new buses and coaches grows 45.2% in Q1 2022, but remains -44.4% below pre-pandemic five year average.
· Single deck bus registrations increase sharply, rising by 131.9%, with minibuses up 36.8% and double-deckers up 8.4%.
· Industry looks to government for crucial infrastructure support and release of Bus Back Better funding to drive fleet renewal. 

Tuesday 17 May, 2022 The UK new bus and coach market grew by 45.2% in the first quarter of 2022, with registrations increasing to 974, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The year-on-year increase compares with the weakest start to a year on record in 2021, when orders collapsed as a result of plummeting passenger numbers given pandemic-related restrictions.1 

With restrictions easing over the first three months of the year and bus journeys increasing, all vehicle types saw registrations rise, with single-deck buses experiencing the largest growth, up 131.9% year-on-year with some 211 units sold.2 Registrations of minibuses, which continue to dominate the market, rose 36.8%, with 647 joining UK roads, accounting for two thirds of all new registrations (66.4%). Double-deck bus demand also grew, by some 8.4% to 116 units.   

Despite the significant year-on-year increase, the sector is still struggling with low demand given long-term declines in ridership levels, with -44.4% fewer buses and coaches registered in Q1 than the pre-pandemic five-year average.3

With bus fleet renewal essential for the UK to meet the government’s ambitious Net Zero goals, operators need confidence and support to switch to the latest and greenest buses. Bus manufacturers are already deploying zero emission buses in the UK and this may be accelerated with the provision of charging and refuelling infrastructure. 

The consultation for ending the sale of new, non-zero-emission buses is currently ongoing and sets an ambitious target for this sector which can only be achieved with immediate investment in charging and refuelling infrastructure and the allocation of funding from policies in the Bus Back Better Strategy. This would support operators to invest in new vehicles, protecting jobs and livelihoods, while keeping the UK moving and reducing emissions. The transition to zero emission coaches remains a challenge and will require a holistic approach that considers passenger needs, public realm requirements in addition to incentives and infrastructure.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The return to growth of the bus and coach sector, which is critical for the UK’s Net Zero goals and levelling up agenda, is very welcome. It is, however, still some way short of a recovery. As declining passenger numbers continue to hamper the confidence of operators to renew their fleets, incentives are essential. Funding has slowly started to be released but government must act faster, using cash from the Bus Back Better Fund to support investment in vehicles and using its other funding streams to encourage infrastructural expansion, both of which are needed to deliver the rapid transition to net zero transport everyone demands.”

Notes to Editors 
1 Q1 2021 was the weakest performing first quarter since records began in 1996 with just 582 registrations 
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/quarterly-bus-statistics-october-to-december-2021 
3 Need to check figure with Anand 

Hi-res charts available here: 
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy, and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. It contributes £60 billion turnover and £12 billion value added to the UK economy, and invests around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 155,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and some 800,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 11% of total UK exports with more than 150 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating more than £73 billion of trade. 

More than 30 manufacturers build more than 70 models of vehicle in the UK, supported by more than 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, chemicals, finance, logistics and steel. Many of these jobs are outside London and the South-East, with wages that are around 25% higher than the UK average.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2021 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts21

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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