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BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS
17 February 2022 (data for Q4 and full year 2021)

UK bus and coach registrations fall to lowest recorded level as pandemic dents ridership 
 
· Demand for new buses and coaches drops -16.8% in 2021, with only 3,467 vehicles joining UK roads.
· Double-deck bus registrations fall -35.4%, driving overall decline.
· Q4 down -31.6% rounding off the weakest year since records began in 1996. 
· Sector looks to government’s Bus Back Better Fund and Levelling Up ambitions to boost ridership and recovery.
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Thursday 17 February, 2022 The UK new bus and coach market declined by -16.8% in 2021, with registrations falling to just 3,467 vehicles, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Quarter four, down -31.6% to just 883 registrations, rounded off the worst year since records began1 as ridership levels failed to recover to pre-pandemic levels. 
 
Ongoing Covid restrictions and a subsequent -17.0% decline in ridership levels continued to dent demand for new buses and coaches, with all body types experiencing declines in 2021.2 Single-deck bus registrations fell by -0.5% to 751 units, against a weak 2020 performance.3 Double-deck and Minibus registrations saw much more significant declines of -35.4% and -17.1%, respectively. Minibuses continued to dominate the market, accounting for more than two thirds (66.8%) of all new bus and coaches joining UK roads in 2021.
 
The long-term effect of the global pandemic on bus ridership, with levels still around a quarter down on 2019, is the biggest reason behind the drop in demand. Operators are facing significant financial constraints and, with the emergency Government funding to support routes during the pandemic scheduled to end in April, the short-term challenges for operators are significant. 4 Indeed, the Local Government Association recently suggested that up to a third of existing routes could be cut. Given the sector also faces the challenge of decarbonising its entire fleet as part of the plan to achieve net zero, the need for Government incentives to invest in new, greener vehicles is paramount.
 
The challenge is a national one, and government recently set out its ambition within it’s Levelling Up White Paper to bridge the gap between the user experience of public transport in London compared with other parts of the UK.5 Achieving this ambition will require significant action - including the release of necessary funds from the Bus Back Better Fund -  but could ensure the conditions are right for operators to invest in new vehicles, safeguarding the sector, the jobs, and livelihoods it sustains as well as providing the mobility society needs whilst meeting its green ambitions.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The pandemic has continued to undermine the bus and coach market, with the latest figures an alarm call. The sector, and the millions of people who depend on it for essential mobility, is at a critical juncture, as Covid-19 has led to declining ridership which, in turn, has damaged demand for new fleet investments. We need the Bus Back Better programme to release funds to support the sector and for that investment to be made urgently. If we are to improve air quality and reduce carbon emissions whilst keeping society and the economy moving, operator confidence and fleet renewal are essential.”
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Notes to Editors 
1 2021 was the weakest performing year since records began in 1996
2 Ridership declined 17.0% between September 2020 and September 2021 - https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/transport-use-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic#full-publication-update-history 
3 Single-deck buses declined -58.7% in 2020
4 Bus Recovery Grant was introduced in 2021 and provided operators and local authorities with £255.5m funding to protect services 
5 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-unveils-levelling-up-plan-that-will-transform-uk 
Hi-res charts available here: 
SMMT bus and coach registrations for Q1 2022 will be published in May.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy, and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. It contributes £60 billion turnover and £12 billion value added to the UK economy, and invests around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 155,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and some 800,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 11% of total UK exports with more than 150 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating more than £73 billion of trade. 

More than 30 manufacturers build more than 70 models of vehicle in the UK, supported by more than 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, chemicals, finance, logistics and steel. Many of these jobs are outside London and the South-East, with wages that are around 25% higher than the UK average.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2021 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts21

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts:
Paul Mauerhoff                       	07809 522181	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
James Boley                           	07927 668565	jboley@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander                   	07546 415205	dzealander@smmt.co.uk  
Scott  Clarke                  	07912 799959	sclarke@smmt.co.uk        
Emma Butcher 	             	07880 191825	ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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UK NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS: Q4 2021 AND % CHANGE ON 2020

Q42021 % change Year-to-date 2021 % change

Minibus >3.5¢ 558 -38.0% 2315 171%
Single-deck { 237 } 33.1% ? 751 -0.5%
Double-deck 88 -58.7% 401 -35.4%

Bus and coach Total
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UK BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS - QUARTERLY TOTALS:
Q12020 TO DATE
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NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS BY NATION FOR Q4 2021

Q3 2021 Q3 2020 % change YTD 2021 YTD 2020 % change
England 648 1,074 -39.7% 2,701 3,504 -22.9%
Scotland 15 116 -0.9% 389 337 15.4%
Wales 23 42 -45.2% 120 228 -47.6%
Northern Ireland 97 58 67.2% 252 97 159.8%

Total 883 1,291 -31.6% -16.8%

“Note: Channel Islands ® Isle of Man registrations not included
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TOP 5 REGIONS BY VOLUME Q4 2021

South West 193
South East 186
Scotland 15
West Midlands 103
Northern Ireland 97
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