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SMMT 	NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS
5 March 2019 (data for February)

UK new car market stable in February, as EVs shift up a gear

Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4nscy48pkdcpwtr/AADOqNCToStkuKkGkQVKb6hka?dl=0 

        British new car market stable in February, rising 1.4% following January dip, marking solid start to 2019.
        81,969 new cars registered on UK roads in the quietest month of the year ahead of crucial March plate change.
        Demand for alternatively fuelled cars rises 34.0%, marking 22 consecutive months of growth as buyers respond to growing model choice.

Tuesday 5 March, 2019 The UK’s new car market enjoyed marginal growth in February, up 1.4% following five straight months of decline, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 81,969 new cars were registered on UK roads in the month (a year on year uplift of 1,164 units), traditionally one of the quietest of the year, ahead of the crucial March plate change. 
 
Demand for alternatively fuelled vehicles continued to surge, up 34.0% and marking the 22nd consecutive month of growth for the segment as new and existing models cutting-edge attracted buyers into showrooms. Registrations of zero-emission electric cars enjoyed particular growth, more than doubling to 731 units, although they still accounted for less than 1% of the market (0.9%). 
 
Meanwhile, in the four months since the October 2018 reform to the Plug-in Car Grant, the market for plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs) has only grown by 1.7%, compared with 29.5% over the first 10 months of 2018.1 This suggests that removing the incentive for PHEVs is having an adverse effect. 
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “It’s encouraging to see market growth in February, albeit marginal, especially for electrified models. Car makers have made huge commitments to bring to market an 
ever-increasing range of exciting zero and ultra low emission vehicles and give buyers greater choice. These cars still only account for a fraction of the overall market, however, so if the UK is to achieve its electrification ambitions, a world-class package of incentives and infrastructure is needed. The recent removal of the plug-in car grant from plug-in hybrids was a backward step and sends entirely the wrong message. Supportive, not punitive measures are needed, else ambitions will never be realised.”
 
The news comes as vehicle manufacturers prepare to launch some 14 all-new electric and plug-in models to a global audience at the Geneva Motor Show today. Already there are around 40 plug-in models on the market in the UK, with more than 20 more expected to arrive in showrooms in 2019.
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Notes to editors

1: SMMT analysis 
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £20.2 billion value added. With some 186,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 856,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.65 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2018 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts18

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 	
Katie Andrews, 020 7344 1610, kandrews@smmt.co.uk
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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BEST SELLERS
FEBRUARY 2019

Ford Fiesta

Ford Focus
Volkswagen Golf
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Volkswagen Polo
Nissan Qashqai

Ford Kuga

Vauxhall Corsa

Ford EcoSport
Volkswagen Tiguan

3,399
2,537
2,410
2,059
1,512
1,449
1,402
1,306
1,292
1,258
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta 8,798
Ford Focus 6,934
Volkswagen Golf 6,340
Mercedes-Benz A-Class 5,827
Nissan Qashqai 5,719
Volkswagen Polo 4,475
Vauxhall Corsa 4,403
Kia Sportage 4,259
Ford Kuga 3,654

Mercedes-Benz C-Class 3,593
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