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SMMT 	NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS
7 May 2019 (data for April 2019)

New car demand falls in April as plug-in hybrids take a hit 

Hi-res charts available via Dropbox:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/59eesg635g307zb/AABFfTd1uncnp46gBPK7jMGHa?dl=0 

· UK new car market declines -4.1% in April with 161,064 units registered.
· Private registrations fall -10.3% while fleet demand remains steady, up 2.9%.
· Overall alternatively fuelled vehicle market rises 12.7%, but zero emission-capable plug-in hybrids fall by more than a third. 

Tuesday 7 May, 2019 The UK new car market declined by -4.1% in April, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The month saw 161,064 units registered, the second lowest April volume since 2012 but following a double-digit increase the previous year.1
Registrations by private motorists fell last month, down -10.3%, after a rise of more than 26% in April 2018.2 Fleet demand, meanwhile, remained stable, growing 2.9%, with these businesses registering 2,498 more cars than in April 2018. 
Declines were recorded across most vehicle segments, with registrations of popular supermini and small family cars falling most significantly, down -14.1% and -10.6%. Demand for lower volume luxury saloons and sports cars rose while the dual purpose segment also grew, by +18.4% to 40,580 units. These vehicles are now the third most popular body type, with registrations tripling since 2012.3
Diesel registrations fell again, but the pace of decline slowed significantly, down -9.4%. Petrol demand also dropped, by -3.0%. Overall, alternatively fuelled vehicle (AFV) registrations grew by 12.7%, with 10,254 leaving showrooms. Petrol electric hybrids remained the most popular choice, up 31.1% to 6,810 units. Battery electric cars also recorded a strong uplift, from 929 to 1,517 units, which still only represents 0.9% of the market. 
Meanwhile, zero emission-capable plug-in hybrids experienced a significant decline, down -34.4% in April and -20.4% year-to-date – evidence of the consequences of prematurely removing upfront purchase incentives before the market is ready.
Manufacturers are investing heavily to bring ultra-low and zero emission cars to market, with some 40 plug-in models now available in showrooms, and over 20 more expected to arrive in 2019. However, if this still emerging sector is to reach meaningful levels, measures and incentives that build business and consumer confidence will be vital. 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “While it’s great to see buyers respond to the growing range of pure electric cars on offer, they still only represent a tiny fraction of the market and are just one of a number of technologies that will help us on the road to zero. Industry is working hard to deliver on this shared ambition, providing ever cleaner cars to suit every need. We need policies that help get the latest, cleanest vehicles on the road more quickly and support market transition for all drivers. This includes investment in infrastructure and long term incentives to make new technologies as affordable as possible.”
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Notes to editors

1. 152,076 cars registered in April 2017 caused by VED changes that came into force, causing a pull forward into March 2017
2. Year on year car registrations to private motorists grew 26.3% in April 2018 to 75,607 units. 
3. 13,616 Dual Purpose vehicles were registered in April 2012


About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £20.2 billion value added. With some 186,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 856,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.65 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2018 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts18

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 	
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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Ford Fiesta

Ford Focus

Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Ford Kuga

Volkswagen Polo
Volkswagen Tiguan
Vauxhall Corsa

Hyundai Tucson
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3,791
3,584
3,455
3,022
2,822
2,728
2,702
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta 29,080
Volkswagen Golf 21,365
Ford Focus 21,233
Vauxhall Corsa 20,375
Mercedes-Benz A-Class 20,216
Nissan Qashqai 20,211
Volkswagen Polo 16,111
Ford Kuga 14,260
Kia Sportage 13,329
MINI 13,280
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April Total Diesel : Petrol : AFV Private : Fleet : Business
2018 161,064 46,589 104,221 10,254 67,807 90,016 3,241
2018 167,911 51,400 107,409 9,102 75,574 87,518 4,819
% change -4.1% -9.4% -30% : 127% -10.3% 2.9% -32.7%
Mkt share '19 28.9% 64.7% 6.4% 42.1% 55.9% 2.0%
Mkt share '18 30.6% 640% @ 5.4% 45.0% 52.1% 2.9%

Year-to-date : Total Diesel Petrol ARV Private Fleet : Business
2018 862,100 238373 572,636 51,091 398,479 443,666 19,955
2018 886,400 292,046 549,646 44,708 408,717 444,336 38300
% change -2.7% -18.4% 4.2% 14.3% -2.5% -0.2% -40.2%
Mkt share '19 27.7% 66.4% 5.9% 46.2% 51.5% 2.3%
Mkt share '18 32.8% 62.0% 5.0% 46.1% 50.1% 3.8%
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