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SMMT 	NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS
5 February 2020 (data for January 2020)

UK new car market falls -7.3% in January, as sector demands clear plan for 2035 ambition   

Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/d2qc8e83qsxrupe/AADfzNAkfKxBfq1_Btkw-Vzca?dl=0 
 
· UK new car registrations fall -7.3% in January as private and fleet demand declines, down -13.9% and -2.2% respectively.  
· Registrations of battery electric cars continue to grow, with a year-on-year uplift of 2,720 units, as plug-in hybrids and hybrids also enjoy record demand.
· Industry calls for extensive package of incentives to accelerated match 2035 zero-emission transport ambitions – including long-term commitment to the Plug-in Car Grant.

Wednesday 5 February 2020 The UK new car market declined -7.3% in the first month of 2020, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 149,279 vehicles left showrooms in January, as continued confusion surrounding diesel and clean air zones and ongoing weak consumer and business confidence continue to affect demand.

Continuing low consumer demand was a key driver behind the decline, with registrations by private buyers down -13.9%, while fleet registrations also fell but by a less significant -2.2%. Registrations of new diesel cars fell for the 34th month, by -36.0% to record the weakest performance since 2000 and just 19.8% share of the market, while petrol demand also declined, by -9.5%.

Alternatively fuelled cars, however, continued to grow in popularity. Hybrid electric cars (HEVs) increased by +20.6%, with 8,941 hitting British roads, and plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) demand more than doubled, up +111.1% to 4,788 units. Battery electric vehicle (BEV) registrations, meanwhile, continued to surge, up 203.9% to 4,054 units and a 2.7% market share. Combined, alternatively fuelled vehicle registrations reached 11.9% of the market in January – the highest on record, up from 6.8% in the same month last year.

The figures come a day after government announced its ambition to end the sale of all vehicles with an internal combustion engine, including HEVs and PHEVs, by 2035. Hybrids and plug-in hybrids are zero emission capable, bringing significant environmental benefits today and are an important stepping stone in helping motorists make the switch to a zero emission vehicle. These vehicles, alongside the latest low emission petrols and diesels, have a vital role to play in the transition to zero emission transport and an outright ban will hamper innovation and hold back progress. Fleet renewal remains the quickest way to address environmental concerns and it is important that consumers feel confident in purchasing these latest technologies if we are to address environmental concerns immediately. 
 
For the UK market to stand any chance of meeting the extremely challenging 2035 goal, an extensive package of government support is vital. These measures must support a smooth and sustainable transition for industry and consumers, whatever their income or driving needs. Industry continues to call for government to have a long-term commitment to the Plug-in Car Grant – which is currently set to expire in March – and that it should be extended to cover all Ultra Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs), whether plug-in hybrid, full battery electric or hydrogen-fuelled. The clear evidence from other European markets of the negative consequences of removing incentives before the market is ready should be a key consideration.
 
Government must also commit to a massive and urgent uplift in public charging infrastructure, ensuring an adequate mix of the right chargers in the right places is deployed in a coordinated fashion throughout the country. 




To encourage the adoption of electric vehicles, consumers must find charging as easy as, if not easier than, refuelling.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The new car market is a key driver of the UK’s overall economy, so another month of decline is unsettling. Consumer confidence is not returning to the market and will not be helped by government’s decision to add further confusion and instability by moving the goalposts on the end of sale of internal combustion engine cars. While ambition is understandable, as we must address climate change and air quality concerns, blanket bans do not help short-term consumer confidence. To be successful, government must lead the transition with an extensive and appropriately funded package of fiscal incentives, policies and investment to drive demand. We want to deliver air quality and environmental improvements now but need a strong market to do so.” 
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Notes to editors


About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 14.4% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2019 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts19

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Aleona Krechetova, 020 7344 9215, akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 	
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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% . Mkt . Mkt

2020 2019 change . share-19 . share-18

Diesel 29,605 46,264 -36.0% 19.8% 28.7%

Petrol 91,836 101,444 -95% 61.5% 63.0%

BEV 4,054 1,334 203.9% 2.7% 0.8%

PHEV 4,788 2,268 111.1% 3.2% 1.4%

HEV 8,941 7412 20.6% 6.0% 46%

MHEYV diesel 4591 559 721.3% 3.1% 0.3%

MHEV petrol 5,464 1,732 215.5% 3.7% 1.1%
TOTAL 149,279 161,013 -7.3%

Year to date
: - $ % + Mkt « Mkt

: YTD2020 : YTD 2019 : change . share-19 [ share-18

Diesel 29,605 46,264 -36.0% - 19.8% 28.7%

Petrol 91,836 101,444 -9.5% 61.5% 63.0%

BEV 4,054 1,334 2039% - 27% 0.8%

PHEV 4,788 2,268 11.1% 3.2% 1.4%

HEV 8,941 7412 206% : 6.0% 46%

MHEYV diesel 4,591 559 7213% 3.1% 0.3%

MHEV petrol - 5464 1,732 2155% : 37% 1.1%
TOTAL 149,279 161,013 -7.3%

BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle; PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle; HEV - Hybrid Electric Vehicle,
MHEYV - Mild Hybrid Electric Vehicle
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Ford Fiesta

Ford Focus

Nissan Qashqai
Vauxhall Corsa
Volkswagen Golf
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Kia Sportage

BMW 3 Series
Volkswagen Polo
Vauxhall Grandland X

6,087
5,287
4,608
4,373
4,027
3,214
2,457
2,422
2,336
2,261
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta

Ford Focus

Nissan Qashqai
Vauxhall Corsa
Volkswagen Golf
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Kia Sportage

BMW 3 Series
Volkswagen Polo
Vauxhall Grandland X

6,087
5,287
4,608
4,373
4,027
3,214
2,457
2,422
2,336
2,261
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2020 2019 choabnge . sh:::t-w : sh:::t-w
Private 61717 & 71686 © -139% . 413%  445%
Fleet 84618 . 86503 22% . 567% © 537%
Business 2,944 2,824 4.2% 2.0% 1.8%
TOTAL 149,279 © 161,013 . -7.3%
Year to date
YTD 2020 éYTD 2019 ch?nge S Shere 0 afians
Private 61717 71686 © -139% © 413% °  445%
Fleet 84,618 86503 © -22%  567% 53.7%
Business 2,944 2824 1 4.2% 2.0% 1.8%
TOTAL 149,279 © 161,013 © -7.3%
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