[image: SMMT_Master_Brandline_(RGB)]
[image: SMMT_Master_Brandline_(RGB)]
[image: SMMT_Master_Brandline_(RGB)]

SMMT 	NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS
5 June 2019 (data for May 2019)

UK new car market falls again in May 

Hi-res charts available via Dropbox:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/eaz9exziddlxvoy/AAA9vPadV9FAonfZMslUGPFya?dl=0 

· UK new car registrations fall -4.6% in May with 183,724 units registered.
· Demand for petrol and AFV vehicles increases, but diesel registrations fall -18.3% 
· Year-to-date market broadly stable, down -3.1% with 33,000 fewer cars registered compared with 2018. 

Wednesday 5 June, 2019 The UK new car market declined by -4.6% in May with 183,724 units registered, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The fall reflects continued uncertainty over diesel and clean air zones as well as the removal of incentives for plug-in hybrid vehicles. Meanwhile, the underlying economic and political instability continues to affect consumer and business confidence.
Declines were recorded across all sales types in the month, with registrations by private consumers, fleets and business buyers declining by -5.0%, -3.0% and -29.0% respectively. Most vehicle segments experienced a fall in demand, however, executive and dual purpose vehicles bucked the trend, with registrations growing 9.1% and 16.0%. While demand for superminis and small family cars fell, these vehicles remain the most popular taking a combined 56.3% of the market. 
Modest growth in registrations of petrol (1.0%) and alternatively fuelled vehicles (11.7%) was not enough to offset the significant decline in demand for diesels, which fell for the 26th consecutive month. Ongoing anti-diesel sentiment and the forthcoming introduction of low emission zones continues to affect buyer confidence. However, thanks to significant industry investment in new technology, the latest diesels are safer and cleaner than ever before and will not face charges or restrictions anywhere in the UK. 
Meanwhile, petrol electric hybrids experienced increased demand, up 34.6% to 7,785 units. Battery electric cars also recorded a significant rise of 81.1% yet this segment still only represents 0.6% of the overall market. However, following recent trends, plug-in hybrids experienced another substantial decline, down -40.6% in May and -25.1% year-to-date. This compares with a 36.2% increase in the first five months of 2018 and is further evidence of the removal of the purchase incentive for PHEVs. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Confusing policy messages and changes to incentives continue to affect consumer and business confidence, causing drivers to keep hold of their older, more polluting vehicles for longer. New cars are safer, cleaner and more advanced than ever and, with sophisticated safety, efficiency and comfort features as well as a host of attractive deals on offer, there has never been a better time to invest in a new car.”
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Notes to editors



About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £20.2 billion value added. With some 186,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 856,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.65 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2019 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts19

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 	
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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BEST SELLERS
MAY 2013

Ford Fiesta

Ford Focus

Volkswagen Golf
Vauxhall Corsa
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Nissan Qashqai
Mercedes-Benz C-Class
Nissan Juke
Volkswagen Polo
Volkswagen Tiguan

6,710
5,556
4,655
3,993
3,735
3,636
3,387
2,978
2,902
2,785
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta 35,790
Ford Focus 26,789
Volkswagen Golf 26,020
Vauxhall Corsa 24,368
Mercedes-Benz A-Class 23,951
Nissan Qashqai 23,847
Volkswagen Polo 19,013
Ford Kuga 16,724
Kia Sportage 15,893

MINI 15,502
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MAY NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 2003 to 2019
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