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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS
4 June 2020 (data for May 2020)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0wak20fwlyod5xp/AACCIM71rVTcFdHh49mlufnKa?dl=0 

UK new car sales down -89.0% in May as ‘click and collect’ sparks hope ahead of showroom re-opening
 
· UK new car market falls -89.0% in May as shutdown goes on, with just over 20,000 vehicles delivered.
· ‘Click and collect’ services help but market still 163,477 units behind same month last year.
· Market down more than -51% in first five months, as showrooms get green light to re-open.
 
Thursday 4 June, 2020 UK new car registrations fell -89.0% in May, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Some 20,247 cars were registered in the month, as ‘click and collect’ services, allowed from mid-month, saw some movement in the market. However, with 163,477 fewer registrations than in the same month last year, the performance still marked the lowest May since 1952.1
 
Private buyers accounted for the lion’s share of registrations at 63.7% of the market, equivalent to 12,900 units, while 6,638 cars went to fleets. There were severe declines across all segments and fuel types, apart from battery electric vehicles, with 429 more units registered year on year in this exceptional month as pre-orders of the latest premium models were delivered to customers.

The overall market is now down -51.4% in the first five months of 2020, at just over half a million registrations compared with more than one million at this point last year. The news comes in the week that car showrooms in England were given the green light to re-open following more than two months of lost trading. In Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (until next week), however, car showrooms remain closed.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “After a second month of shutdown and the inevitable yet devastating impact on the market, this week’s re-opening of dealerships is a pivotal moment for the entire industry and the thousands of people whose jobs depend on it. Customers keen to trade up into the latest, cutting-edge new cars are now able to return to showrooms and early reports suggest there is good business given the circumstances, although it is far too early to tell how demand will pan out over the coming weeks and months. 

“Restarting this market is a crucial first step in driving the recovery of Britain’s critical car manufacturers and supply chain, and to supporting the wider economy. Ensuring people have the confidence to invest in the latest vehicles will not only help them get on the move safely, but these new models will also help address some of the environmental challenges the UK faces in the long term.”
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Notes to editors

1: May 1952 14,466 registrations

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 14.4% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2019 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts19

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
James Boley, 020 7344 9222  jboley@smmt.co.uk 
Aleona Krechetova, 020 7344 9215, akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander, 020 7344 1667 dzealander@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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2020 2019 choaA]nge Esh:Ar:t—ZU g sh:lr:t-m
Diesel 3,448 49,100 : -930% - 170% : 267%
Petrol 11,150 © 117,072 : -905% - 55.1% - 637%
BEV 2426 ¢ 1995 : 215% - 120% - 11%
PHEV 825 - 2362 - -651% - 41% - 13%
HEV 651 - 7411 ¢ 912% - 32% - 40%
MHEV diesel 767 1,801 ©  -574% - 38% - 10%
MHEV petrol 982 3983 ©  -753% - 49% - 22%
TOTAL 20,247 - 183,724 - -89.0%
Year to date
x . L% . Mkt < Mkt
: YID2020 : YTD 2019 : change - share-20 : share-19
Diesel 95,946 282,059 - -66.0% 188% - 27.0%
Petrol 304712 : 676213 : -549% 600% : 647%
BEV 22,054 9514 : 1318% : 43% . 08%
PHEV 14,582 12866 - 133% 29% + 12%
HEV 29,089 40421 -280% - 57% 3.9%
MHEV diesel 17991 © 7301 : 1464% - 35% - 07%
MHEV petrol 23751 + 17450 - 36.1% - 47% - 17%
TOTAL 508,125 - 1,045,824 - -51.4% - :

BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle; PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle; HEV - Hybrid Electric Vehicle,
MHEYV - Mild Hybrid Electric Vehicle
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BEST SELLERS
MAY 2020

Tesla Model 3

Vauxhall Corsa

Ford Fiesta
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Ford Focus

Volvo XC40

BMW 1 Series
Mercedes-Benz GLC-Class
Ford Kuga
Mercedes-Benz E-Class
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464
331
328
303
290
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf

Ford Focus

Vauxhall Corsa

Nissan Qashgai
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
MINI

Kia Sportage

BMW 3 Series
Volkswagen Polo

16,712
14,847
14,594
13,118
11,985
10,837
8,840
8,710
8,166
7,645
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Private 12900 © 79400 © -838% © 637% | 43.2%
Fleet 5 6,638 . 100,569 : -93.4% . 32.8% 54.7%
Business . 709 3,755 : -81.1% 3.5% 2.0%
TOTAL . 20,247 . 183,724 . -89.0% : :
Year to date
. YTD2020 :YTD 2019 : chf’nge e o
Private : 241,761 : 477,869 -49.4% 47.6% : 45.7%
Fleet 3 256,020 : 544,709 : -53.0% 50.4% 52.1%
Business  © 10344 23246 -555% : 20% . 22%
TOTAL . 508,125 . 1 ,0115,821& -51.4% . .
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