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HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS

18 May 2021 (data for data for vehicles >6 tonnes, Q1 2021)

British HGV market up 9.5% after a year of pandemic-led decline 

· 10,064 trucks registered in the first three months of the year, up 9.5% on weak Q1 2020.
· Growth driven by increased demand for articulated trucks, up 25.3% to 4,528 units.
· Tractor and tipper registrations up 26.6% and 10.8% respectively, while all other segments still stuck in decline amid yearlong lockdown measures affecting business.
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Tuesday 18 May, 2021 New heavy goods vehicle (HGV) registrations increased by 9.5% in the first three months of 2021, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The increase saw some 10,064 units registered in the first quarter of the year, up on 2020 albeit following a weak Q1 last year when lockdown measures introduced partway through March and fluctuations in the fleet renewal cycle subdued demand and still -15.1% down on pre-pandemic levels in Q1 2019.1 

[bookmark: _Hlk72223546]Articulated trucks saw the biggest increase in demand, with registrations up 25.3% to 4,528 vehicles, while rigids decreased -0.8% to 5,536 units. Tractors remain the biggest segment, making up 44.3% of the market, with 26.6% more units registered than Q1 2020. Tipper registrations also increased, up 10.8%. However, registrations of most segments dropped, as the pandemic affected business operations, suppressing demand for most of the past year. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The rise in truck registrations is welcome news but it does not yet signify full recovery, especially as it’s in comparison with a quarter when the first lockdown was introduced. Likewise, the nature of the fleet buying cycle for the HGV market can mean that a large fleet order can have a significant impact on any quarterly figures. However, fleet renewal remains the quickest way to get more of the newest, cleanest vehicles on UK roads, particularly as we strive to meet our collective environmental goals. A plan for a charging and refuelling network suitable for HGVs is pivotal for the transition to these new technologies.”
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Notes to Editors 
1: Q1 2020 – 9,193, Q1 2019 – 11,859 
Hi-res charts available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qcy7jvuijahxuk0/AAC7z9EiRxWZTi2LV2c9nETIa?dl=0 
SMMT HGV registrations for Q2 2021 will be published in August. 
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts20

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 

James Boley                           07927 668565	jboley@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova                 07912 799959	akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander                    07546 415205	dzealander@smmt.co.uk        
Karen Parry 	               07708 480889	kparry@smmt.co.uk 
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UK HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS:
QUARTER 1 2021 AND % CHANGE ON 2020
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REGISTRATIONS BY WEIGHT
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Q12021 TOP FIVE BODY TYPES
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS >6T — QUARTERLY TOTALS: Q2 2019 TO DATE
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NEW HGV REGISTRATION FIGURES BY NATION FOR Q1 2021

Q12021 Q12020 % change YTD 2021 YTD 2020 % change
England 8816 7903 116% 8816 7903 11.6%
Scotland 749 697 75% 749 697 75%
Northern Ireland 233 232 0.4% 233 232 0.4%
Wales 265 354 -25.1% 265 354 -25.1%
Total 10,064 9,193 9.5% 10,064 9,193 9.5%

*Note: Channel Islands ® Isle of Man registrations not included
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS

Quarter . % change
Rigids > 6.0-16t 2,017 2,165 -6.8%
Rigids > 16t 3,519 3,415 3.0%
All rigids 5,536 5,580 -0.8%
2-axle artics 474 379 25.1%
3+-axle artics 4,054 3,234 25.4%
All Artics ;
Year-to-date YTD-21 YTD-20 : % change
Rigids > 6.0-16t 2,017 2,165 -6.8%
Rigids > 16t 3,519 3,415 3.0%
All rigids 5,536 5,580 -0.8%
2-axle artics 474 8793 25.1%

3+-axle artics 4,054 3,234 25.4%

All Artics
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