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SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
5 February 2020 (data for vans <3.5T and HCVs to 6T for January 2020)
Van market up +5.9% marking positive start to 2020
· UK light commercial vehicle (LCV) market grows for second consecutive month, up +5.9% in January.
· Registrations up for small and mid-sized vans, while pickups show decline.
· 23,557 of the latest, low emission models hit UK roads as new models and deals drive fleet renewal.

Wednesday 5 February, 2020 The UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) market enjoyed growth in the first month of the year, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Registrations rose +5.9% in January after three months of decline towards the end of 2019, caused by pent-up demand due to regulatory changes, as well as operators taking advantage of some compelling deals on the latest models.

Small vans weighing less than or equal to 2.0 tonnes and mid-sized vans weighing more than 2.0-2.5 tonnes led the charge, with double-digit growth for both segments at +26.3% and +41.7% respectively. 4x4s experienced a moderate growth of +6.3% while pickup registrations fell -9.7% and larger vans weighing more than 2.5-3.5 tonnes remain stable at -0.9%.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “January’s growth is welcome news for the commercial vehicle sector. Especially welcome is the increased uptake of alternatively fuelled commercial vehicles, essential if we are to address both climate change and air quality goals. The fastest way to do this is by encouraging uptake of the latest low emission vehicles, regardless of fuel type, and business confidence remains vital for this transition.” 
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Notes to editors
High res charts can be downloaded here: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0wiaupr1vky40wh/AAA2AUtDXd8673B24lbDRlhxa?dl=0

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for January are released on 5 March 2020.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 14.4% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2019 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts19

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts:

Keely Scanlan		020 7344 9222		kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff		020 7344 9233		pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova		020 7344 9215		akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Sam Burnett 		020 7344 1667		sburnett@smmt.co.uk     
Emma Butcher		020 7344 9263		ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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