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SMMT 	NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
5 March 2019 (data for vans <3.5T and LCVs to 6T for February 2019)
UK new van market stable in February 
        New van registrations rise 1.8% to 14,384 units in February 2019.
        Growth driven by rise in demand for large vans weighing 2.5-3.5t, up 4.2%.
        Year-to-date registrations increase by 5.8%.

Tuesday 5 March, 2019 The UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) market remained stable in February, with year-on-year demand growing by 1.8%, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 249 more vans and pick-ups hit British roads in February (typically one of the year’s smallest months) compared with 2018, as strong market incentives boosted registrations. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Large vans weighing 2.5-3.5 tonnes drove growth, rising 4.2% to take 65.0% of market share. Car-derived vans weighing 2.0 tonnes also saw an increase, up 4.6%. Meanwhile, demand for pick-ups and medium-sized vans experienced falls in registrations, down -2.4% and -4.5% respectively. 
 
Year-to-date, 36,620 new LCVs have been registered, representing a rise of 5.8% on the first two months of 2018.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “While stability in the new van market in February is welcome news, it is important to remember that February is typically a quiet month, as buyers await the March plate change. The increase follows a turbulent few months for van registrations and the effect of ongoing political and economic uncertainty on business confidence is likely to result in further fluctuations throughout the year.” 
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Notes to editors

High res charts can be downloaded here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fo2vjhmiopx9a97/AAA5gkOtYvzIV2xKq2F086GQa?dl=0 

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. The next Heavy Commercial Vehicle release for Q4 2018 will be published on 11 February. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for March will be released on 4 April. 
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £20.2 billion value added. With some 186,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 856,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.65 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2018 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts18

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts

Keely Scanlan		0207 344 9222		kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Katie Andrews                         020 7344 1610		kandrews@smmt.co.uk  
Paul Mauerhoff		020 7344 9233		pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Sam Burnett 		020 7344 1667		sburnett@smmt.co.uk     
Emma Butcher		020 7344 9263		ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus LCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes

FEBRUARY 2019

Ford Transit Custom
Ford Transit

2,023
1,218

Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 1,204

Ford Transit Connect
Vauxhall Vivaro
Vauxhall Combo

Citroén Berlingo
Volkswagen Transporter
Peugeot Expert

Ford Ranger

777
617
606
529
553
534
523

0000000

YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Transit Custom
Ford Transit
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter
Ford Transit Connect
Volkswagen Transporter
Ford Ranger

Citroén Berlingo
Mitsubishi L200
Vauxhall Vivaro
Peugeot Boxer

5,038
2,618
2,374
1,961
1,825
1,552
1,551
1,529
1,380
1,255
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