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SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
6 September 2021 (data for vans <=3.5T and HCVs to 6T for August 2021)
Van registrations swell for summer but semi-conductor shortage concerns loom
· Industry records second best ever August with 20,582 new van registrations during typically one of the quietest month in the year.
· New van uptake up 2.6% year to date on pre-pandemic average.
· Semi-conductor shortages in manufacturing still threaten production and market.

Monday 6 September, 2021 The new light commercial vehicle (LCV) market saw its second best August on record with 20,582 registrations, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT).1 Compared to the pre-pandemic five year average, the industry recorded a 21.1% increase in new registrations during what is typically the market’s second quietest month of the year.2

Light vans weighing 2.5 tonnes or less saw a decline of -23.3%, but all other classes saw growth. Heavier vans weighing more than 2.5 tonnes, the lion’s share of the market, saw a 7.0% increase in overall registrations as demand for online shopping and construction remained robust and pandemic restrictions continued to ease across the UK. Notable but atypical growth was seen in the 4x4 market, up 522.6% as a result of new models entering the market in the traditionally small segment.

While year to date registrations remain some -4.0% below 2019’s record levels3, 2021 is proving to be a bumper year for van uptake, up some 2.6% on the five-year average.4 However, the semi-conductor shortage has impacted CV manufacturing both in the UK – where output is currently down -21.3% on the pre-pandemic average – and overseas, meaning the sector faces the same ongoing supply challenges already much reported in the new car market.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “This year has proved to be one of the best ever for new van registrations, buoyed by strong demand and growing confidence as the economy continues to open up. The impact of the semi-conductor shortage on manufacturing is affecting commercial vehicle production, however, even if it is not immediately apparent in the registration figures. With even more new zero emission models coming to market, the choices available for fleet renewal are increasing rapidly, which can play a significant role in helping the UK meet its ambitious emissions reduction targets.”

Notes to editors
1 Previous best – 2019 (23,120)
2 Average August 2015-2019 – 16,997
3 Jan-Aug 2019 registrations – 245,400
4 Jan-Aug average 2015-2019 – 229,677

High res charts and data files can be downloaded here: https://www.dropbox.com/home/August%202021%20new%20car%20registrations 
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SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for September are released on 5 October 2021.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2021 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts21
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181            pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
James Boley                           07927 668565            jboley@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander                    07546 415205            dzealander@smmt.co.uk       
Karen Parry                            07708 480889            kparry@smmt.co.uk
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UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals Aug 2015 to date

372,374





image4.jpeg
BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes
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AUGUST 2021

Ford Transit Custom 3,592
Ford Transit 2,161
Ford Ranger 1,776

Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 1,654
Volkswagen Transporter 1,488

Ford Transit Connect 829
Vauxhall Combo 664
Peugeot Partner 541
Citroén Berlingo 532
Citroén Relay 467
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Transit Custom 34,137
Ford Transit 21,563
Volkswagen Transporter16,018
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 14,719

Ford Ranger 13,115
Vauxhall Vivaro 11,764
Citroén Berlingo 8,098
Peugeot Partner 7,869
Ford Transit Connect 7,734
Vauxhall Combo 7,295
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH

Aug-21  : Aug-20
Pickups : 2459 2,239
hxts 193 31
Vans <= 2.0t : 882 1,150
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t : 2,889 ] 2760
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t Coaise i 1327
All Vans to 3.5t : 20,582 19,407
Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t : 392 : 396
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE

YTD-21 : YTD-20
Pickups . 29788 ¢ 20227
hxbs : 2960 869
Vans <= 2.0t 11418 9,678
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t © 3228 1 26088
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t 159307 © 99122
All Vans to 3.5t : 235,701 : 155,984

Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t 3923 3,586
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