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SMMT 	NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
7 January 2019 (data for vans <3.5T and LCVs to 6T December and full-year 2018)

New UK van market holds steady after mixed 2018

· Light commercial vehicle (LCV) market shows moderate -1.3% decline in 2018.
· 357,325 registrations enough to post the fourth best year on record, beating expectations.
· December demand falls -8.8%, representing half of the annual decline, with only 4x4s recording growth in the month.

Monday 7 January, 2019 The new light commercial vehicle (LCV) market dropped -8.8% in December, capping off a mixed year for the sector, which saw a moderate decline of -1.3% in 2018, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Performance in 2018 was boosted by the strong showing from pickup (up 4.3%) and 4x4 (up 303.4%) models, meaning 3,548 more of them on the road compared with the previous year. Overall registrations of 357,325 were still enough to make 2018 the fourth best year on record, beating industry forecasts.

Fleet buying cycles, model renewal and business uncertainty have all had an impact on the market, but the December decline represents more than half of the full-year decline of -4,824 units. Small (less than 2.0t) and medium-sized vans (2.0-2.5t) bore the brunt of the overall annual downturn, with full-year registrations of 25,070 and 50,956 accounting for -14.7% and -7.4% drops respectively. Larger vans (2.5-3.5t) matched their 2017 performance with 225,891 registered, a 0% change on last year.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “This sector is a key indicator of business confidence in the UK, and operators need stability to renew their fleets. December’s performance was worrying, as was the overall drop in fleet purchases. Business confidence depends on government providing the right conditions, which first and foremost means taking a ‘No Deal’ Brexit off the table. We have a strong and competitive commercial vehicle market in the UK, one that can flourish in the right economic climate.”






Notes to editors

High res charts can be downloaded here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/x9cc488umhtq7rb/AACIJ4GvnZIuBSDYxt_wi8j3a?dl=0 

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. The next Heavy Commercial Vehicle release for Q4 2018 will be published on 4 February. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for January will be released on 5 February.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £20.2 billion value added. With some 186,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 856,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.65 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2018 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts18

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts

Katie Andrews                         020 7344 1610		kandrews@smmt.co.uk  
Keely Scanlan		020 7344 9222		kscanlan@smmt.co.uk
Paul Mauerhoff		020 7344 9233		pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Sam Burnett 		020 7344 1667		sburnett@smmt.co.uk     
Emma Butcher		020 7344 9263		ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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LCV REGISTRATIONS <3.5T year-to-date registrations and split
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UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals December 2012 to date
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus LCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH

Pickups

bLxhs

Vans <= 2.0t
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t
All Vans to 3.5T

Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t

Dec-18

3,745
92
1,724
3,007
16,981
25,549
384

Dec-17

4,071
41
1,887
3,846
18,171
28,016
675

% change

-8.0%
124.4%
-8.6%
-21.8%
-6.5%
-8.8%
-43.1%

REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus LCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE

Pickups

4xhs

Vans <= 2.0t
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t
All Vans to 3.5T
Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t

YTD-18

53,613
1,795
25,070
50,956
225,891
357,325
8,722

YTD-17

51,415
445
29,407
55,047
225,835
362,149
7,075

% change

4.3%
303.4%
-14.7%

-7.4%

0.0%

-1.3%
23.3%
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes

BOOOLROHOOD®O

DECEMBER 2018
Ford Transit Custom 3,906
Ford Transit 2,437

Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 2,296

Vauxhall Vivaro 1,854
Ford Transit Connect 1,461
Ford Ranger 1,387

Volkswagen Transporter 1,307

Peugeot Boxer 716
Renault Trafic 705
Mercedes-Benz Vito 615

BOOOLOLHOOD®S

YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Transit Custom
Ford Transit

54,806
32,694
Volkswagen Transporter21,763
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 21,278

Vauxhall Vivaro 19,232
Ford Transit Connect 17,495
Ford Ranger 16,440
Peugeot Partner 15,056
Citroén Berlingo 13,428
Peugeot Boxer 11,731
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DRIVING THE 5
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