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SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
UK new van market down slightly in February
· UK light commercial vehicle (LCV) market declines -2.0% after two months of growth.
· Demand for pickups and smaller commercials falls in double digits, but mid-size vans buck the trend, up 9.3%.
· Year-to-date performance remains ahead, up 2.8%, with 37,660 new LCVs registered.

Thursday 5 March, 2020 The UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) market fell -2.0% in the second month of the year, after two successive months of growth, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). February, typically one of the year’s smallest months as many operators wait for the new March number plate, saw 14,103 new units registered.

Pickups and small vans weighing less than 2.0 tonnes experienced double-digit declines, with registrations down -10.1% and -11.1% respectively. Mid-size vans weighing 2.0-2.5 tonnes, however, bucked the trend, with demand growing 9.3%. 

Larger vans weighing more than 2.5-3.5 tonnes made up the bulk of registrations, but were down
[bookmark: _GoBack]-2.8%, with 9,082 units registered. Year-to-date, however, the overall market remains ahead by 2.8% on the same period in 2019, bolstered by a strong January when almost 24,000 new models hit UK roads.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “It is important to remember that February is usually a quiet month ahead of the March plate change. However, the dip in registrations is concerning at a time when fleet renewal is more important than ever. The upcoming Budget is an opportunity for government to bolster confidence in the market with supportive fiscal measures to encourage operators to invest in their fleets, because getting more of the latest, cleanest models onto our roads is good for business and the environment.” 
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Notes to editors
High res charts can be downloaded here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qq0liqpb6304smu/AAD_G222pVYdk6iZZAL3ijhya?dl=0 

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for March are released on 6 April 2020.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 14.4% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2019 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts19

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts:

Paul Mauerhoff		020 7344 9233		pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova		020 7344 9215		akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Emma Butcher		020 7344 9263		ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH
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