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SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
5 August 2020 (data for vans <3.5T and HCVs to 6T for July 2020)
High res charts can be downloaded here:  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3o5bp6er1rn6dx0/AACe7ze3i4ySa-02fejFky03a?dl=0 
LCV market grows for first time since January with 7.1% increase in July registrations
· UK light commercial vehicle (LCV) registrations grow by 7.1% in July following four months of double-digit declines.
· More than 27,000 vans registered in first full month since lockdown restrictions eased.
· Growth in all categories except vans weighing less than or equal to 2.0 tonnes. 


Wednesday 5 August, 2020 The UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) market saw its first month of growth since January, with a 7.1% increase in registrations, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). In total, 27,701 new LCVs joined Britain’s roads.

Growth was particularly pronounced in medium-sized vans weighing greater than 2.0 to 2.5 tonnes, which saw an 12.0% increase in registrations, and pick-ups, where dealers recorded a 24.9% increase in sales. The only fall was in the light van (less than or equal to 2.0 tonnes) sector, where registrations dropped by -22.0%. Heavy vans made up the lion’s share of overall sales, with 17,566 registrations, an increase of 5.4%.

Meanwhile, there was a substantial 78.1% increase in 4x4 demand, but this class of vehicle represents a very small fraction of total LCV registrations.

The improvement comes against a backdrop of prolonged reduced demand, with overall LCV registrations down by -39.0% in the year to date. The latest SMMT Outlook estimates that around 270,000 LCVs will be registered by the end of the year, a drop of -26.3%.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “With lockdown restrictions rolling back and businesses restarting operations, the van market is beginning to look more positive. Growth is likely to have been driven by pent up demand and the re-emergence of sectors such as construction.

“However, these green shoots of recovery could prove fragile given the uncertain economic situation. With new technology coming to the market and the need for operators to renew their fleets, maintaining overall business confidence will be crucial.”
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Notes to editors
High res charts can be downloaded here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3o5bp6er1rn6dx0/AACe7ze3i4ySa-02fejFky03a?dl=0

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for August are released on 4 September 2020.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,400 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts20

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 	
Aleona Krechetova, 020 7344 9215, akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander, 020 7344 1667, dzealander@smmt.co.uk 	
James Boley, 020 7344 9222, jboley@smmt.co.uk	
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE
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LCV REGISTRATIONS <3.5T year-to-date registrations and split
250,000

200,000
150,000
100,000

50,000

- i

Year-to-Date 2020 Year-to-Date 2019
W Pickups 4x4s ] Vans <=2.0t |l Vans>20-25t Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t




image3.jpeg
UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals July 2014 to date
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes
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