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SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
5 August 2021 (data for vans <=3.5T and HCVs to 6T for July 2021)
Supply shortages stunt new van sales but market expected to recover 
· July sees 23,606 vans join UK roads, down -14.8% on last year, and -4.0% on pre-pandemic five-year average.1 
· Year-to-date LCV registrations remain a modest 1.1% up on the 2015-2019 average.2
· The LCV market is expected to increase by 24.3% in 2021 to 363,880, leaving it just shy of 2019’s full year outturn of 365,778 units.

Thursday 5 August, 2021 The light commercial vehicle (LCV) market saw its first decline since December 2020 as July registrations fell -14.8%, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Supply issues – most notably of semiconductors – has meant only 23,606 vans were registered during the month. Despite this challenge, the month’s performance was only a  moderate -4.0% decline compared to the pre-pandemic five-year average.

Demand for larger vans weighing more than 2.5-3.5 tonnes, which comprise the majority (70.5%) of all commercial registrations in the month, saw a decrease of -5.2% to 16,653 vehicles. Other van segments saw more significant declines in demand compared to 2020, with registrations of vans weighing less than or equal to 2.0 tonnes down -38.2% and those of vans weighing more than 2.0-2.5 tonnes down -41.4% to 907 and 2,680 vehicles respectively. 

However, year-to-date registrations remain up 57.5% on last year – some 78,542 more units – with the market also increasing by 1.1% on the pre-pandemic 2015-2019 five-year average.2 In total 215,119 new vans have exchanged hands so far in 2021. The increase in van sales over the course of the year has been driven by growth in demand from operators who continue to renew and expand their fleets, notably to meet rising demand for online delivery business and the construction sector. 
 
Even with July’s decline in registrations, SMMT’s latest quarterly forecast anticipates the LCV market to increase by 24.3% to 363,880 units in 2021. However, this is a modest reduction of -1.5% from April’s forecast of 369,000 units, and which would leave it just shy of the total number of vans registered in 2019. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “While July’s decline in the new van market is disappointing, it must be viewed in context against the semi-conductor shortages currently challenging the global industry. Given the shift to home-deliveries, strength of construction sector and as the economy opens up further, we expect the market to end the year almost back to 2019 levels. Fleet renewal is critical, not only to ensure the newest, cleanest and greenest vans enter UK roads, but to enable the UK to meet its ambitious green targets.
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Notes to editors
1. July 2015-2019 – 24,598
1. YTD 2015-2019 – 212,680
High res charts and data files can be downloaded here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/74ya9cgkmb7yvqo/AABabK-ctbrsgTn-NfwVBHHha?dl=0 

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for July are released on 5 August 2021.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2021 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts21
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181            pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
James Boley                           07927 668565            jboley@smmt.co.uk
Aleona Krechetova                 07912 799959            akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander                    07546 415205            dzealander@smmt.co.uk       
Karen Parry                            07708 480889            kparry@smmt.co.uk
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes
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JULY 2021

Ford Transit Custom 3,567
Volkswagen Transporter 1,944
Ford Transit 1,758
Ford Ranger 1,485
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 1,410

Vauxhall Vivaro 1,210
Peugeot Boxer 880
Peugeot Partner 789
Citroén Dispatch 672
Citroén Relay 572
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Transit Custom 30,545
Ford Transit 19,402
Volkswagen Transporter14,530
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 13,065

Ford Ranger 11,339
Vauxhall Vivaro 11,326
Citroén Berlingo 7,566
Peugeot Partner 7,328
Vauxhall Combo 6,631

Ford Transit Connect 6,545
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE
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