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SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
6 April 2021 (data for vans <3.5T and HCVs to 6T for March 2021)
New van market still playing catch-up, despite Covid-contrived rise 
· 56,122 vans registered in March, up 85.5% albeit compared to first month of 2020 Covid outbreak, a 20-year low for the market.
· Volumes down -10.9% on pre-Covid five-year average1 and behind industry expectations.2
· Demand up across the board as all segments see boost, with growth driven by doubled registrations of larger vans.
· Performance year to date slightly below pre-pandemic levels, down -1.0% on five-year average as 98,354 vans registered in the first quarter of the year.3 

Tuesday 6 April, 2021 The new light commercial vehicle market grew by 85.5% in March with 56,122 vans joining UK roads with the ’21 new number plate, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Usually one of the busiest months of the year, March saw the largest ever increase since the switch to the two plate system in 1999,  but one which still represented an -10.9% decrease when compared to the pre-pandemic 2015-2019 average, as prolonged nationwide lockdown continued to suppress business confidence in the first quarter of the year. 

Despite all segments experiencing higher demand, total registrations fell a little short of industry expectations as the latest forecast predicted 360,000 LCVs registered by end of the year. Overall, growth was led by an increase in larger van registrations, as vans weighing more than 2.5-3.5 tonnes made up the majority of the month’s figures, doubling (101.0%) to 36,032 vehicles. 
 
97,356 light commercial vehicles were registered in the first quarter of 2021, up 43.4% on 2020, but down -1.0% when compared to a five-year average taken before the pandemic hit.  

[bookmark: _Hlk65745906]Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Although a marked improvement on last year’s March numbers, these figures illustrate the impact Covid has had on the sector and how far away the van market is from the growth it was enjoying before the pandemic hit. However, as the country emerges from lockdown, vaccinations continue to roll out, and non-essential businesses reopen, the added confidence will hopefully help shift the gears from recovery to growth for the van market.” 
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Notes to editors
1. 2015-19 March average: 63,002
1. https://www.smmt.co.uk/category/vehicle-data/new-car-van-forecasts/ 
1. 2015-2019 Q1 average: 98,354

High res charts can be downloaded here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/y48pbafzkcfahzc/AAA8GAAxGySoLXhna-OLY1Owa?dl=0 

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for April are released on 5 May 2021.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at https://media.smmt.co.uk/facts/

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 
James Boley 	020 7344 9222  	jboley@smmt.co.uk  
Paul Mauerhoff 	020 7344 9233	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova  020 7344 9215	akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander 	020 7344 1667 	dzealander@smmt.co.uk  
Karen Parry 	020 7344 9263        kparry@smmt.co.uk 
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes
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MARCH 2021

Ford Transit Custom
Ford Transit
Volkswagen Transporter
Ford Ranger
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter
Vauxhall Vivaro
Vauxhall Combo

Ford Transit Connect
Toyota Hilux

Citroén Berlingo

9,627
4,516
4,238
3,500
2,744
2,226
2,060
2,055
2,054
1,828

®P0OOQOOOO®S

YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Transit Custom 14,317
Ford Transit 9,594
Volkswagen Transporter 6,376
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 6,050

Ford Ranger 5,154
Vauxhall Vivaro 4,230
Vauxhall Combo 3,760
Peugeot Partner 3,728

Ford Transit Connect 3,600
Toyota Hilux 3,418
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH

Mar-21
Pickups 8,633
lxbs 669
Vans <= 2.0t 3,089
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t : 7,699
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t i B0
All Vans to 3.5t 56,122
Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t 605

Mar-20

4,648
244
1,575
5,855
17,925
30,247
901

% change

85.7%
174.2%
96.1%
315%
101.0%
85.5%
-32.9%

REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE

YTD-21
Pickups 12,899
bLxhs 813
Vans <= 2.0t 5,009
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t L 14298
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t L a3y
All Vans to 3.5t 97,356
Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t 1,284

YTD-20

9,439
426
4,962
12,919
40,161
67,907
1,863

% change

36.7%
90.8%
0.9%
10.7%
60.2%
43.4%
-31.1%
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