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SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
5 October 2021 (data for vans <=3.5T and HCVs to 6T for September 2021)
September LCV sales disappoint but heavy van uptake remains robust
· LCV market declines by -39.5% in September as the semiconductor shortage creates supply challenge. 
· New van uptake remains up 28.4% over the year-to-date but -5.9% on five-year pre-pandemic average.
· Heavy van uptake up 39.3% on 2020, with 181,954 registered over the year-to-date.

Monday 5 October, 2021 The September light commercial vehicle (LCV) market in declined by –39.5% with 31,535 vans registered according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). However, compared to the pre-pandemic five year September average,1 the  sector was down -41.8% meaning the latest figures are the lowest for a September  since 2009, when the market was suffering from the recession brought on by the financial crisis.2
 
Registrations during the month fell by double digits across all weight classes, except 4x4s, with the number of vans weighing between 2.0-2.5 tonnes seeing the largest decline, of -70.1%. Despite comprising the majority of the market in September, heavier vans, which weigh more than 2.5 tonnes, fell by -28.0% and light vans weighing less than or equal to 2 tonnes dropped by -54.6%. Despite the declines in September, heavier van uptake remains robust on 2020, with more than 51,000 additional units registered in the year to date compared to 2020.
 
The impact of the semiconductor shortage is now becoming more severe, with CV production lines both in the UK and overseas seeing supply bottlenecks. Year-to-date registrations still remain higher than the Covid-affected 2020, up by 28.4%3 (or 59,156 units), however, the market is still below the pre-pandemic five-year average by -5.9%.4 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “September was a disappointing month for new van registrations, as the much-documented semiconductor shortage has started to impact supply. Manufacturers are doing all they can to fulfil orders and, after a strong year so far, demand still remains high. With businesses continuing to renew their fleets, there is a greater choice than ever of new zero emission models coming to market, helping ensure the commercial vehicle sector plays its part in decarbonising road transport.”
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Notes to editors
1 Average September 2015-2019 – 54,207
2 September 2009 – 28,382
3 January-September 2020 – 208,080
4 January-September 2015-2019 average – 283,883


High res charts and data files can be downloaded here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/nnxv361n64umfmo/AACVLFM_vBo0YqJkmsUa-HTNa?dl=0
SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for October are released on 4 November 2021.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
[bookmark: _Hlk83717886]The The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy, and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. It contributes £60 billion turnover and £12 billion value added to the UK economy, and invests around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 155,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and some 800,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 11% of total UK exports with more than 150 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating more than £73 billion of trade. 
More than 30 manufacturers build more than 70 models of vehicle in the UK, supported by more than 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, chemicals, finance, logistics and steel. Many of these jobs are outside London and the South East, with wages that are around 25% higher than the UK average.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2021 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts21
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181            pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
James Boley                           07927 668565            jboley@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander                    07546 415205            dzealander@smmt.co.uk       
Karen Parry                            07708 480889            kparry@smmt.co.uk
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE
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UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals Sept 2015 to date
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes
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SEPTEMBER 2021
Ford Transit Custom 5,366
Ford Transit 3,335

Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 2,626

Toyota Hilux 1,790
Ford Ranger 1,740
Renault Trafic 1,594
Vauxhall Vivaro 1,541

Volkswagen Transporter 1,460
Peugeot Boxer 1,152
Ford Transit Connect 1,030

000000

YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Transit Custom 39,503
Ford Transit 24,898
Volkswagen Transporter17,478
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 17,345

Ford Ranger 14,855
Vauxhall Vivaro 13,305
Citroén Berlingo 8,618
Ford Transit Connect 8,404
Peugeot Partner 8,363
Toyota Hilux 8,074





image5.jpeg
SMMT
DRIVING THE 5
MOTOR INDUSTRY




