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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS
4 May 2023 (data for April 2023)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/wk9smrsoudxijfs945m6u/h?dl=0&rlkey=zg34gef25uyejk2i05zhj7g3j 
New car market grows for ninth month running 
 
1. New car market records ninth consecutive month of growth, up 11.6% 
1. Battery electric vehicles (BEVs) take 15.4% market share, with additional investment needed for more drivers to make the switch.
1. SMMT upgrades 2023 outlook from 1.79m units to 1.83m as supply chain disruption eases, but BEV forecast softens. 
 
Thursday 4 May, 2022 The UK new car market recorded its ninth successive month of growth in April, with an 11.6% increase to reach 132,990 registrations, according to the latest figures from the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The performance marks the best April since 2021’s 141,583 units but remains -17.4% down on 2019 volumes.1 

Large fleet registrations grew by a third (33.1%) to 68,537 units as the market naturalised following weaker volumes last year, while deliveries to private buyers fell by -5.5% to 61,342 units. Smaller business fleets accounted for 3,111 registrations, rising 13.3%. 
 
Battery electric vehicles (BEVs) remained the second most popular fuel type, with deliveries up by more than half to 20,522 and 15.4% of the market. Plug-in hybrid vehicles (PHEVs) also posted strong growth, up 33.3% with 8,595 registered in the month, while hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs) recorded a 7.7% increase to 15,026 units. As a result, electrified vehicles accounted for more than one in three registrations in April. Petrol-powered cars retained their best-selling status, comprising 58.1% of all registrations.2

As supply chain pressures have begun to ease, the overall market is now up 16.9% in the first four months – the best start to a year since the pandemic,3 with growth worth £3.2 billion.4 This has led to an upward revision of the quarterly market outlook, the first positive revision since 2021, with 1.83 million new car registrations expected in 2023, up from 1.79 million anticipated in January. That puts expected market growth this year at 13.5%, which would be the best percentage gain since 1983.5

The sector is, however, less optimistic about growth in demand for BEVs, downgrading their expected 2023 market share from 19.7% to 18.4%, with high energy costs and insufficient charging infrastructure anticipated to soften demand. The latest outlook for 2024, meanwhile, suggests that 22.6% of new car registrations will be BEVs, a downward revision from the 23.3% forecast in January. With a zero emission vehicle mandate due to come into effect next year, greater and faster investment in infrastructure, and more incentives to encourage purchase are essential to drive consumer confidence and accelerate uptake. 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The new car market is increasingly bullish, as easing supply chain pressures provide a much-needed boost. However, the broader economic conditions and chargepoint anxiety are beginning to cast a cloud over the market’s eagerness to adopt zero emission mobility at the scale and pace needed. To ensure all drivers can benefit from electric vehicles, we need everyone – government, local authorities, energy companies and charging providers – to accelerate their investment in the transition and bolster consumer confidence in making the switch.”
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Notes to editors
1 April 2019: 161,064 units
2 Petrol and MHEV Petrol
3 Jan-April 2019 registrations: 862,100
4 Based on a JATO average new car value of £35,096
5 1983 market growth: 15.2%
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. Automotive-related manufacturing contributes £67 billion turnover and £14 billion value added to the UK economy, and typically invests around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 182,000 people employed in manufacturing and some 780,000 in total across the wider automotive industry, we account for 10% of total UK goods exports with more than 130 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating £77 billion of trade. 

More than 25 manufacturing brands build more than 70 models of vehicles in the UK, plus an array of specialist small volume manufacturers, supported by some 2,500 supply chain businesses and some of the world's most skilled engineers. Many of these jobs are outside London and the Southeast, with wages that are around 14% higher than the UK average. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, finance and logistics.
More detail on UK Automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts publication at www.smmt.co.uk/reports/smmt-motor-industry-facts/
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181            pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk
James Boley                           07927 668565            jboley@smmt.co.uk
Rebecca Gibbs                       07708 480889            rgibbs@smmt.co.uk
Scott Clarke                            07912 799959            sclarke@smmt.co.uk
Emma Butcher                        07880 191825            ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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Ford Puma
Vauxhall Corsa
Kia Sportage
Hyundai Tucson
Audi A3

Nissan Qashqai
Volkswagen T-Roc
Ford Fiesta
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Vauxhall Corsa
Nissan Qashqai
Ford Puma

Kia Sportage
Nissan Juke
Hyundai Tucson
Tesla Model Y
MINI

Volkswagen T-Roc
Ford Fiesta

14,034
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13,128
12,632
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12,378
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BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle; PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle; HEV - Hybrid Electric Vehicle,
MHEYV - Mild Hybrid Electric Vehicle
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