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Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ajf8oreyo8vmwmw/AAACVQeyLqR4POuKOmhQkGZYa?dl=0
English lockdown stalls November new car market as registrations decline -27.4%

· UK new car market suffers £1.3 billion revenue hit in November as 42,840 fewer new cars join British roads.1
· 113,781 new cars registered as ‘click and collect’ capability and deliveries help offset showroom closures during English lockdown.
· Industry welcomes re-opening of Covid-secure showrooms as market now down -30.7% year to date, equivalent to 663,761 units.

Friday 4 December, 2020 The UK new car market again saw a decline last month as registrations in November fell -27.4% year-on-year, or 42,840 units, according to the latest figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). In a month when showrooms across England had to close due to new lockdown restrictions, the industry recorded 113,781 new registrations, taking trade back to levels last seen during the 2008 recession.2

The decline was less severe than that seen during the first lockdown – when registrations fell by a record -97.3% in April alone – largely because this time around, retailers and manufacturers were able to be better prepared to fulfil orders via delivery or click and collect. Despite these innovations, private demand still fell by -32.2% while registrations by large fleets saw a decline of -22.1%
[bookmark: _GoBack]More positively, market share for battery electric vehicles (BEVs) and plug-in hybrid vehicles (PHEVs) continued to grow significantly, up 122.4% and 76.9% respectively. BEVs recorded their third highest ever monthly share of registrations at 9.1%, while PHEV share increased to 6.8% – a combined total of more than 18,000 new zero-emission capable cars joining Britain’s roads. 
Given the huge contribution that Covid-secure showrooms make to the economy and a national recovery, reopening dealerships across most of the UK will help protect jobs in retail and manufacturing and should help stimulate spending. The sector has lost 663,761 units to date in 2020, which means that around 31,000 cars would need to be registered every working day in December if the market was to achieve the level expected at the start of the year.3
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Compared with the spring lockdown, manufacturers, dealers and consumers were all better prepared to adjust to constrained trading conditions. But with £1.3 billion worth of new car revenue lost in November alone, the importance of showroom trading to the UK economy is evident and we must ensure they remain open in any future Covid restrictions. More positively, with a vaccine now approved, the business and consumer confidence on which this sector depends can only improve, giving the industry more optimism for the turn of the year.”
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Notes to editors
1 42,840 fewer cars than November 2019 at an average price from JATO of £30,000 
2 2008 registrations:100,333
3 ~754,000 units across a six-day working week and excluding 25, 26 and 28 December 2020

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at https://media.smmt.co.uk/facts/ 
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle; PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle; HEV - Hybrid Electric Vehicle,
MHEYV - Mild Hybrid Electric Vehicle
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BEST SELLERS
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NOVEMBER 2020

Vauxhall Corsa
Volkswagen Golf
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Nissan Qashgqai

Ford Focus

MINI

Ford Puma

Ford Fiesta

Volvo XC40

Audi A3

3,718
3,625
3,243
3,073
2,922
2,860
2,552
2,526
2,526
2,493
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta

Vauxhall Corsa
Volkswagen Golf

Ford Focus
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Nissan Qashqai

MINI

Volkswagen Polo

Ford Puma

BMW 1 Series

45,807
43,410
38,639
36,887
34,847
30,863
28,701
25,374
23,694
22,494





