SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
5 October 2020 (data for vans <3.5T and HCVs to 6T for September 2020)
High res charts can be downloaded here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/q6jqlpcw2olhwt2/AABGkP9EqXr7JVW7Djj8uYWfa?dl=0 
UK new van market accelerates 26.4% in September, but uncertainty ahead
· UK new van market grows by 26.4%, following a weaker than usual month last year due to emissions regulation changes.
· Registrations of most segments show double-digit growth against last year’s low volumes.
· Market still below ‘normal’ levels, down -6.6% on previous five-year September average.
· Performance year-to-date remains down -27.4%, a shortfall of almost 80,000 units.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Monday 5 October, 2020 The UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) market grew by more than a quarter (+26.4%) in September, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). In total, 52,096 vans, pickups and 4x4s were registered in the month, up some 10,880 units on a weak September 2019, when regulatory changes distorted the market.1 

When put into context, new van registrations were still down -3.3% on 2018’s September market and declined by -6.6% on the September average between 2014-2018.

Nearly all segments saw double digit increases against previous low volumes, with the only exception being small vans weighing less than or equal to 2.0 tonnes decreasing -2.5%, 74 vans fewer than last year. Registrations of medium vans weighing more than 2.0 tonnes to up to 2.5 tonnes grew 11.6%, while the biggest segment, larger vans weighing more than 2.5 and up to 3.5 tonnes saw the sharpest increase, up by 9,000 units, or 40.9% on September last year. 

Meanwhile performance in the year to date remains low, down -27.4% or almost 80,000 units below 2019 levels. 
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The sector has shown incredible resilience throughout the ongoing crisis and September’s numbers indicate some confidence is returning as operators seek flexibility and lower operating costs. However, the context of these figures is important as the headline growth belies a very weak September 2019 and is still short of the rolling average. From new social distancing restrictions, to job losses as the furlough scheme comes to an end next month, and the ticking clock that is the end of the Brexit transition period, the next quarter holds myriad challenges for the industry.”

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]
Notes to editors
1. September 2019 – 41,216, 2018 – 53,878, 2014-2018 – average 55,788.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by over 2,400 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers. 
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts20 
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives. 
SMMT media contacts 
James Boley, 020 7344 9222  jboley@smmt.co.uk  
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova, 020 7344 9215, akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander, 020 7344 1667 dzealander@smmt.co.uk  
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals September 2014 to date
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE
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