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UK new car registrations decline in January
· UK new car market declines in January – down -6.3%, as 163,615 cars leave showrooms.
· Demand for petrol and alternatively fuelled vehicles rises, but fails to offset fall in new diesel registrations. 
· SUVs only vehicle segment to show growth, with 6.6% uplift leading to record market share.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Monday 5 February 2018 The UK new car market declined in the first month of the year, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 163,615 cars were driven off forecourts in January, a -6.3% fall compared with the same month in 2017.
 
Demand fell across the board, with registrations by business, private and fleet buyers down -29.7%, -9.5% and -1.8% respectively. Meanwhile, continuing the trend of recent months, dual purpose cars (SUVs) were the only vehicle segment to see growth, with demand up 6.6% to account for a fifth (20.2%) of all new car registrations. Demand in all other segments fell, with the biggest declines affecting the mini, MPV and executive segments. 
 
Elsewhere in the market, registrations of petrol and alternatively fuelled vehicles (AFVs) rose, up 8.5% and 23.9% respectively. However, this growth failed to offset a significant decline in demand for new diesel cars, which fell -25.6% as confusion over government policy continued to cause buyers to hesitate. 
 
Latest SMMT figures illustrate the importance of diesel cars and engines to the UK economy. Last year, more than two in five of the cars leaving British production lines were diesels,1 while manufacturers also produced more than 1 million engines – directly supporting some 3,350 jobs and, combined with the UK’s petrol engine output, delivering some £8.5 billion to the economy.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The ongoing and substantial decline in new diesel car registrations is concerning, particularly since the evidence indicates consumers and businesses are not switching into alternative technologies, but keeping their older cars running. Given fleet renewal is the fastest way to improve air quality and reduce CO2, we need government policy to encourage take up of the latest advanced low emission diesels as, for many drivers, they remain the right choice economically and environmentally.”












Notes to editors
 
1: 43.4%

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £77.5 billion turnover and £21.5 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2017 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts17.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Katie Andrews, 020 7344 1610, kandrews@smmt.co.uk
Eleanor Fricker, 020 7344 1667, efricker@smmt.co.uk 
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BEST SELLERS
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JANUARY 2018

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf

Ford Focus

Nissan Qashqai
Vauxhall Mokka X
Mercedes-Benz A Class
Kia Sportage

Vauxhall Corsa

Ford Kuga
Mercedes-Benz C Class

8,335
4,310
4,105
3,851
3,767
3,358
2,622
2,587
2,580
2,478
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January Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV Private @ Fleet Business
2018 163,615 58,703 95,892 9,020 69,416 89,513 4,686

2017 174,564 : 78,905 88,380 7,279 76,714 91,182 6,668

% change D B3% @ -25.6% 8.5% 239% @ -95% -1.8% -29.7%
Mkt share 2018 35.9% 58.6% 5.5% 42.L% 54.7% 2.9%

Mkt share 2016 45.2% 50.6% 4.2% 43.9% 52.2% 3.8%
Year-to-date: Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV Private : Fleet Business
2018 163,615 58,703 95,892 9,020 69,416 89,513 4,686

2017 174,564 78,905 88,380 7,279 76,714 91,182 6,668

% change 63% : -256% 8.5% 239% @ -95% -1.8% -29.7%
Mkt share 2018 35.9% 58.6% 5.5% 42.4% 54.7% 2.9%

Mkt share 2018 45.2% 50.6% 4.2% 43.9% 52.2% 3.8%




image4.jpeg
SMMT
DRIVING THE 5
MOTOR INDUSTRY




