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Best first quarter for HGV fleet renewal since pandemic
 
· UK new HGV registrations rose by 17.1% to 11,517 units in Q1 2023, the best start to a year since pre-pandemic 2019.
· Double digit growth for rigid and articulated trucks, with volumes up 17.3% and 16.8% respectively.
· Industry calls for long-term strategy for HGV infrastructure and incentives to deliver zero emission goals.
 
Wednesday 17 May, 2023 UK demand for heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) grew by 17.1% to 11,517 registrations in the first three months of 2023, according to the latest figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The fourth consecutive quarter of growth, driven by high demand from the haulage, construction and distribution sectors as well as an easing of long-term global supply chain disruptions, means the market is now just -2.9% below Q1 2019.1     	

The rise in registrations was led by double-digit increases of rigids and articulated trucks. The number of new rigid models joining UK roads rose by 17.3% to 5,838 units, representing the highest Q1 demand for new rigid HGVs since 2019,2 at 50.7% of all new truck registrations. Newly registered articulated trucks, meanwhile, rose by 16.8% to 5,679 units.
There was a rise in demand for trucks in all major segments, with tractors by far the most popular, up by 15.7% to 5,585 units, while some 1,079 new box vans were registered, up 15.3%. New registrations of tippers increased by 6.8%, curtainsiders by 34.5% and dropside trucks by 38.8%.   	

HGV uptake grew across Great Britain, with registrations in England up 17.2%, representing 87.3% of the UK market. Meanwhile, demand in Scotland and Wales increased by 22.0% and 22.9% respectively. South East England welcomed the most (21.0%) newly registered HGVs, followed by other key UK logistics regions including the North West (13.7%) and East Midlands (12.5%).      	     

As truck manufacturers invest heavily to introduce new zero emission vehicles (ZEVs) with 20 models currently available in the UK, the latest electric and hydrogen HGVs represented just 0.3% of the market. Given the absence of a single HGV-dedicated public charging or hydrogen refuelling station in the UK, and with the sale of new non-ZEV trucks under 26 tonnes due to end in 2035, further measures are needed for operators across the UK to make the switch.
The industry is therefore calling on the government to provide a long-term HGV infrastructure strategy that matches Britain’s world-leading ambitions for truck decarbonisation, delivering sufficient public charging and refuelling points in the right locations, ahead of need. Globally competitive incentives for the higher cost of ZEV fleet renewal and required depot upgrades is also essential, enabling many operators that naturally face tight margins to commit to the latest high-performing green trucks.          

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The fourth quarter of growth shows that the HGV sector’s recovery from pandemic and supply chain shocks now has momentum. For truck fleet renewal to drive UK economic growth and decarbonisation in the long term, however, the zero emission HGV market must gather speed – but operators still need greater certainty that Britain is serious about becoming a globally competitive location for zero emission logistics. With an abundance of new electric and hydrogen truck models now ready to join UK roads, a plan is urgently needed to deliver HGV-dedicated public infrastructure, along with incentives for net zero vehicle and depot investments that contend with the world’s major decarbonising nations.”       	     
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Notes to editors      	
1 HGV registrations, Q1 2019: 11,859 units.          	   
2 Rigid registrations, Q1 2019: 6,339 units.             	  	

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. Automotive-related manufacturing contributes £67 billion turnover and £14 billion value added to the UK economy, and typically invests around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 182,000 people employed in manufacturing and some 780,000 in total across the wider automotive industry, we account for 10% of total UK goods exports with more than 130 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating £77 billion of trade. 
More than 25 manufacturing brands build more than 70 models of vehicles in the UK, plus an array of specialist small volume manufacturers, supported by some 2,500 supply chain businesses and some of the world's most skilled engineers. Many of these jobs are outside London and the Southeast, with wages that are around 14% higher than the UK average. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, finance and logistics.
More detail on UK Automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts publication at www.smmt.co.uk/reports/smmt-motor-industry-facts/
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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UK HGV REGISTRATIONS

Quarter Q1-23 Q1-22 % change
Rigids >=6.0-16t 1,926 1,742 1M.7%
Rigids > 16t ; 3912 ' 31251 ‘ 20.3%
All rigids 5,838 4,975 17.3%
2-axle artics 629 611 2.9%

3+-axle artics 5,050 4,251 18.8%

All Artics

Year-to-date YTD-23 YTD-22 % change
Rigids > 6.0-16t 1,926 1,742 11.7%
Rigids > 16t | 3912 | 3,251 . 20.3%
All rigids 5,838 4,975 17.3%
2-axle artics 629 611 2.9%

3+-axle artics 5,050 4,251 18.8%

All Artics
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NEW HGV REGISTRATION FIGURES BY NATION FOR Q1 2023

Q12023 012022 % change YTD 2023 YTD 2022 | % change
England 10,048 8,573 17.2% 10,043 8,573 17.2%
Wales 354 288 22.9% 354 288 22.9%
Northern Ireland 325 328 -09% | 325 328 -0.9%
Scotland 786 644 22.0% i 786 ‘ 644 22.0%
Total 11,517 9,837 | 17.1% | 1517 9,837 | 17.1%

*Note: Channel Islands ® Isle of Man registrations are included in total
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REGISTRATIONS (units) BY WEIGHT
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UK HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS:
QUARTER 1 2023 AND % CHANGE ON 2022

Year-to-date Year-to-date
2023 2022

Q12023 Q12022 % change % change

HGVs 1117 9,837 17.1% 11517 9,837 17.1%
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Q12023 TOP FIVE BODY TYPES

TRACTOR BOX VAN | TIPPER CURTAIN SIDED | REFUSE DISPOS!
Q12023 5,585 1,079 948 761 490
Q12022 4,827 936 | 888 566 | 353
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