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	Welcome

	There is an extremely close and strong relationship between the UK and Japan. Many in the motor industry have friends and colleagues impacted by the tragic events of the last week and our thoughts are with them and their families. The full industrial implications may not be clear for some weeks and we do not anticipate any immediate problems for UK facilities. SMMT will continue to work with members to monitor developments and provide appropriate assistance. Earlier this week SMMT hosted a successful Open Forum event in Warwick, attended by over 120 people. It was a good opportunity for Richard Parry-Jones, Co-Chair of the Automotive Council and Dr Matthias Holweg to present the recently completed sourcing roadmap, which identifies the opportunities for UK-based suppliers. Many of you will also have seen that SMMT's new website went live this week. A fresh and more contemporary design reflects the increasing importance of the industry. If you haven't already, take a look at www.smmt.co.uk and let us know what you think.                                                                        
                                                                                                         SMMT Chief Executive, Paul Everitt
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Over 120 people attended SMMT's free Open Forum event on Tuesday at Warwick University which provided a full programme of speakers from across the industry. According to feedback, presentations were very insightful, providing good and honest advice. Themes focused on the views of vehicle manufacturers' and examined key issues relating to the UK's automotive supply chain, automotive manufacturing and 2011 priorities for the Automotive Council. Richard Parry-Jones, Co-Chair of the Council and Anthony Harper, Head of Research at Jaguar Land Rover were among the leading speakers at the event. The event was one in a series of Open Forum events offering new business opportunities for attendees. The next free event is on Wednesday 30 March at the NEC Birmingham and will focus on component and CV manufacturing. Click here for more information or to attend, contact Claire Balch cbalch@smmt.co.uk.  
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	UK automotive manufacturing up 15% in February

	Car output rose by 15.1% in February 2011 and was up 12.0% over the year-to-date, while CV output fell by 3.0% in February, though it remains up 2.6% over the first two months of 2011. UK engine production increased by 10.2% in February and by 11.1% over the year-to-date. Click here for the full data.
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	SMMT announces agenda for International Automotive Summit

	SMMT has announced the plenary programme for the 2011 SMMT International Automotive Summit. Stephen T Odell, Ford Group Vice President and Chairman and CEO of Ford of Europe, will be the keynote speaker at the event, which takes place in Westminster on 28 June. Odell's address will start the day, followed by a Q&A session and panel debate with industry experts representing the breadth of the automotive sector to explore what the UK has to offer the global motor industry. Click here to see the agenda.
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	Independent report highlights strength of UK automotive industry 

	'Invest Now' is an independent report, profiling the strengths of the UK's automotive industry. It describes key aspects of the sector, detailing the work of the Automotive Council, the policies which are shaping the automotive landscape and broadening the appeal of industry to new suppliers and investors. Written by the Director of AutoAnalysis, Ian Henry, it describes why now is an opportune time to invest in the sector and provides details of the activities and investment plans of some of the UK's major vehicle manufacturers. To download the report click here. SMMT would be grateful if members could send feedback on the report to memberservices@smmt.co.uk. 
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	Bentley Motors opens its doors to future apprentices

	[image: https://origin.ih.constantcontact.com/fs041/1103225665917/img/74.jpg]Luxury car manufacturer Bentley Motors is holding an apprentice open day on Saturday 19 March from 09:00 to 13:00 at its worldwide headquarters on Pyms Lane, Crewe, Cheshire inviting students to meet with current Bentley apprentices to learn about some of the skills that they have acquired during their training. Click here to read more.
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	New report demonstrates decade of CO2 emissions progress
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SMMT published its 10th annual New Car CO2 Report this week showing ongoing reductions in average emissions of new cars. 2010 figures drop by 3.5% on the previous year to 144.2g/km CO2 (equivalent to about 50mpg), down by over 20% since 2000. The Report shows that in 2010, almost 40% of cars had emissions below 130g/km CO2 - the European fleet emissions target for 2015. To download the full report click here.
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	£10m funding confirmed for three low carbon vehicle R&D projects

	The Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) is providing £10 million for three major projects to address fundamental research questions in developing low carbon vehicles, Business Minister Mark Prisk announced this week. The projects will be based at Loughborough, Brunel and Warwick Universities and have been developed by EPSRC with the Technology Strategy Board (TSB) through the Low Carbon Vehicle Innovation Platform Integrated Delivery Programme. Click here to read more.
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	Budget should back business says UK automotive

	The UK motor industry's Budget submission to the Chancellor calls for measures to encourage recovery, assist business growth and boost consumer confidence. SMMT expects consistent growth across the automotive sector by 2012 but to ensure and sustain this, positive government action is essential. Click here to read the full story.
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	Week in Westminster and Brussels

	In Westminster this week, the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills outlined a new business support package, titled 'Solutions for Business'. The portfolio was established during the recession to highlight to businesses the various support measures available. Government has streamlined this package from 32 measures to 16. "The new 'Solutions for Business' portfolio has been designed to give businesses the help they need to expand and grow," said Business Minister Mark Prisk. To read more click here.  
 
In Brussels this week, the European Commission has proposed to auction 120 million EU allowances early in order to ensure a smooth transition to phase three of the EU emissions trading scheme in 2013. The early auctions should be held in 2012. The Commission has been considering early auctions for some time and consulted over the New Year on plans to auction between 100 million and 300 million phase three allowances in 2012. EU member states will make a final decision this summer through the EU Climate Change Committee. To read more click here. 
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	CV Show 2011
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	Flickr gallery
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	Motor  Codes
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	SMMT IATF Oversight
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	Industry Forum  
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		Dates for your diary:
Commercial Vehicle Show 2011, NEC Birmingham, 12-14 April 2011 - enquiries@cvshow.com
2011 SMMT International Automotive Summit, Millbank Tower, Westminster, 
28 June 2011 - www.smmtsummit.co.uk.
SMMT Annual Dinner, London Hilton Park Lane, 22 November 2011 - annualdinner@smmt.co.uk 
 
Automotive information: 
To download SMMT's 2011 new vehicle and UK automotive manufacturing release dates click here. 
To download Industry Forum's latest information on sustainable business improvement click here. 
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