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SMMT BUS AND COACH INDUSTRY NEWS

4 September 2014 (data for August 2014)

FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE
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Bus and coach registrations fall in August but year-to-date stable
· Bus and coach market shows decline of 271 units in August, but year-to-date remains stable with 0.3% drop.
· Purpose-built sector fell by 57.6%, with a year-to-date decrease of 6.3%.

· Registrations for past 12 months are strong, particularly for converted buses, with a 8.1% increase overall.
"Following a particularly strong August last year, this month saw a drop in bus and coach registrations, down 271 units, however year-to-date figures remain stable with a small decrease of 0.3%" said Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive. "Rolling year figures for the market are positive (up 8.1%) as converted buses lead the way with good performance."
UK bus and coach registrations: 2014 and % change on 2013
	 
	August
	% change
	Year-to-date
	% change
	Rolling year
	% change

	Purpose-built single-deck buses <8.5t
	3
	-62.5%
	54
	-38.6%
	111
	6.7%

	Purpose-built single-deck buses >8.5t to 12t
	23
	0.0%
	173
	-13.5%
	250
	-16.9%

	Purpose-built single-deck buses >12t to 16t
	9
	-91.7%
	497
	-14.6%
	991
	12.6%

	Purpose-built single-deck buses >16t
	0
	-100.0%
	192
	-16.9%
	282
	-25.4%

	Purpose-built double-deck buses
	24
	-11.1%
	697
	-0.9%
	1017
	3.0%

	Purpose-built bus total
	59
	-67.9%
	1613
	-10.6%
	2651
	0.0%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Purpose-built coaches 3.5t to 16t
	4
	33.3%
	42
	20.0%
	66
	61.0%

	Purpose-built single-deck coaches >16t
	25
	-24.2%
	595
	5.3%
	747
	7.9%

	Purpose-built double-deck coaches >16t
	10
	-9.1%
	42
	-2.3%
	66
	24.5%

	Purpose-built coach total
	39
	-17.0%
	679
	5.6%
	879
	11.8%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Purpose-built bus and coach total
	98
	-57.6%
	2292
	-6.3%
	3530
	2.7%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	*Converted: Bus <3.5t
	37
	-30.2%
	495
	17.9%
	832
	7.2%

	*Converted: Bus 3.5t to 8.5t
	95
	-53.0%
	2042
	3.0%
	3323
	14.6%

	*Converted: Bus >8.5t
	7
	250.0%
	7
	133.3%
	7
	75.0%

	*Converted bus total
	139
	-45.9%
	2544
	5.8%
	4162
	13.1%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	*All buses and coaches
	237
	-51.4%
	4836
	-0.3%
	7692
	8.1%


* All vehicle manufacturer-built minibus registrations are included in the converted bus <3.5t category.

** All converted bus volumes are counted in the SMMT van and truck news release. These vehicles are also represented here as they form an important part of the UK bus and coach market.
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The tables and charts below detail annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type for the whole bus and coach market, taking data from the purpose-built and converted sectors.


Annual trends – rolling year totals from January 2010 to July 2014
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Notes

There are long lead times in the bus and coach sector between orders (or sales) and registration.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £64 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 160,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and in excess of 770,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK export of goods and invests £1.9 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2014 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts14.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts
Ben Foulds


020 7344 9222

bfoulds@smmt.co.uk 
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