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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
7 May 2014 (data for April 2014)

Confident motorists drive new car registrations up in April

· New car registrations rose 8.2% in April to 176,820 units, the 26th consecutive month of growth.
· Volumes for the year-to-date reached 864,942, an increase of 12.5%.
· Continuing improvements in economic conditions bolster consumer confidence, fuelling new car registrations.
· SMMT revises up 2014 market forecast from 2.3 million to more than 2.4 million registrations.

"After the bumper plate-change month of March, the UK car market returned to more modest but still positive growth in April, with new car registrations up 8.2% to 176,820 units," said Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive. "This marks 26 consecutive months of growth as GDP continues to pick up, inflation falls and wage levels improve.
 
"As UK economic confidence improves still further and the market continues its upward trend, we have revised our 2014 forecast up from 2.3 million to over 2.4 million registrations. This represents an increase of more than 6% versus last year."

New car registrations, including SMMT forecasts to 2015 (year-end totals)


About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £60 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With almost 150,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and more than 700,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK export of goods and invests £1.7 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2014 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts14.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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	April
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	176,820
	90,920
	82,951
	2,949
	83,888
	84,853
	8,079

	2013
	163,357
	82,092
	79,407
	1,858
	81,747
	75,065
	6,545

	% change
	8.2%
	10.8%
	4.5%
	58.7%
	2.6%
	13.0%
	23.4%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	51.4%
	46.9%
	1.7%
	47.4%
	48.0%
	4.6%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	50.3%
	48.6%
	1.1%
	50.0%
	46.0%
	4.0%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	864,942
	425,882
	423,327
	15,733
	431,846
	392,037
	41,059

	2013
	768,555
	374,497
	383,761
	10,297
	376,356
	357,767
	34,432

	% change
	12.5%
	13.7%
	10.3%
	52.8%
	14.7%
	9.6%
	19.2%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	49.2%
	48.9%
	1.8%
	49.9%
	45.3%
	4.7%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	48.7%
	49.9%
	1.3%
	49.0%
	46.6%
	4.5%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	April
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	10,250
	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	49,490

	
	2
	Ford Focus
	6,772
	
	2
	Ford Focus
	31,531

	
	3
	VW Golf
	5,302
	
	3
	Vauxhall Corsa
	27,788

	
	4
	Vauxhall Corsa
	3,949
	
	4
	VW Golf
	24,462

	
	5
	Audi A3
	3,754
	
	5
	Vauxhall Astra
	21,027

	
	6
	Nissan Qashqai
	3,753
	
	6
	VW Polo
	17,080

	
	7
	Vauxhall Astra
	3,562
	
	7
	Nissan Qashqai
	16,690

	
	8
	VW Polo
	3,449
	
	8
	Audi A3
	15,337

	
	9
	Nissan Juke
	3,053
	
	9
	Fiat 500
	14,613

	
	10
	Fiat 500
	2,928
	
	10
	BMW 3 Series
	13,523



      UK and EU new car monthly registration growth, 2013 and 2014 to March
 (
Registrations in the EU 
grew
 for seven consecutive months to March 2014.
EU 
volumes 
in Q1 were up 8.4%, or 
more than 
250,000 units, to 3.25 million 
registrations
.
All of the top five
 markets
 – 
France, 
Germany, 
Italy
,
 
Spain and 
the 
UK
 – recorded growth in Q1
.
The UK is now firmly established as the second largest 
new car 
market in the EU
. 
S
upported by the strength of the March plate-change
, t
he UK
 showed t
he strongest growth of the EU top five
 in Q1, up 13.7%
, just 
24,000 units 
fewer than
 Germany.
The UK accounted for almost a third of the
 Q1 net volume gain in the EU
.
)      







The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. May 2014 new car registration figures will be released on 5 June 2014 at 09:00.
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Actual car registrations	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2404007	2131795	1994999	2030846	1941253	2044609	2264737	SMMT Forecast Apr '14	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2264737	2403220	2415900	SMMT Forecast Jan '14	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2264737	2293000	2328200	

New car registrations, millions

		
image1.jpeg
SMMT
DRIVING THE 5
MOTOR INDUSTRY 8




