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Note to broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio
SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 September 2013 (data for August 2013)

     FOR RELEASE: IMMEDIATE
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August new car registrations rev-up ahead of September plate change
· 18 months of consecutive rises as new car market grows 10.9% in August to 65,937 units.

· Only about 3% of annual registrations occur in August ahead of September's plate change, which typically accounts for around 17% of full year registrations.
· Fifth successive month of double-digit growth pushes year-to-date market up 10.4% to 1,391,788 units.
· Private registrations see biggest gain but fleet and business buyers also continue positive performance.

· Registrations of all fuel types continue growth, with alternatively-fuelled vehicles up 41.4% in August.
"UK new car registrations have now risen consecutively for a year and a half. Private and fleet buyers are clearly capitalising on attractive deals and new technologies against a backdrop of increasing economic confidence," said Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive. "Ahead of the September plate-change, August always has far fewer registrations, but the 10.9% rise this month bodes well for the new 63-plate."
UK new car registrations – annual rolling totals since December 2006, all cars and private
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About SMMT and UK the automotive industry:
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £59 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.7 billion each year in automotive R&D. The industry plays an important role in the UK’s trade balance, with vehicle manufacturers exporting around 80% of production. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.


Media contacts:
Jonathan Visscher


020 7344 
9263

jvisscher@smmt.co.uk 

Keith Lewis 


020 7344 9226

klewis@smmt.co.uk
	August
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2013
	65,937
	32,903
	32,108
	926
	31,608
	32,386
	1,943

	2012
	59,433
	29,391
	29,387
	655
	27,567
	30,153
	1,713

	% change
	10.9%
	11.9%
	9.3%
	41.4%
	14.7%
	7.4%
	13.4%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	49.9%
	48.7%
	1.4%
	47.9%
	49.1%
	2.9%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	49.5%
	49.4%
	1.1%
	46.4%
	50.7%
	2.9%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2013
	1,391,788
	685,936
	687,067
	18,785
	660,579
	671,708
	59,501

	2012
	1,260,997
	643,133
	600,504
	17,360
	567,777
	641,601
	51,619

	% change
	10.4%
	6.7%
	14.4%
	8.2%
	16.3%
	4.7%
	15.3%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	49.3%
	49.4%
	1.3%
	47.5%
	48.3%
	4.3%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	51.0%
	47.6%
	1.4%
	45.0%
	50.9%
	4.1%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	August
	 
	 
	 
	   Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Fiesta
	3,289
	
	1
	Fiesta
	75,418

	
	2
	Astra
	2,428
	
	2
	Focus
	57,129

	
	3
	Golf
	2,233
	
	3
	Corsa
	53,284

	
	4
	Focus
	2,225
	
	4
	Astra
	42,324

	
	5
	Corsa
	2,151
	
	5
	Golf
	39,530

	
	6
	1 Series
	1,927
	
	6
	Qashqai
	33,299

	
	7
	Qashqai
	1,875
	
	7
	Polo
	27,730

	
	8
	3 Series
	1,517
	
	8
	3 Series
	26,175

	
	9
	Polo
	1,442
	
	9
	1 Series
	24,364

	
	10
	Insignia
	1,147
	
	10
	208
	24,269


New car registrations by month, 2012 and 2013 

Private





All cars





Registrations have grown in every month in 2013 by an average of 10%.


The 13-plate, covering March-August registrations, was the best in volume terms since the recession and the 08-plate and was up 10.4% on a year ago at 1.18 million units.


August only accounted for 2.9% of the 2012 full year market and is the second smallest market of the year, after February. Both months are ahead of the change in number plate.


September is typically the second largest month of the year, after March, and in 2012 accounted for 17.6% of the annual market.


Registrations of the new 63-plate in September are expected to exceed 2012's 359,612 total by more than 7%.
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