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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
4 September 2014 (data for August 2014)		    FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE

30th month of growth for thriving new car market in August

· 72,163 new cars registered in August, a 9.4% rise on August 2013 and the 30th consecutive month of growth.
· Year-to-date registrations pass 1.5 million units – up 10.1% – with some levelling off expected in coming months.
· Private and fleet registrations both displayed similar increases in the month, with the former making the greater gains in the year-to-date. 
· August is one of the year’s quietest months for new car registrations, typically accounting for around 3% of the annual market. In comparison, September usually makes up around 18% of the year’s registrations.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, "New car registrations reached two-and-a-half years of consecutive monthly growth in August, as confident private and fleet consumers continued to snap up enticing deals on a wealth of advanced new products.
"The UK’s performance in the context of Europe is particularly impressive, with growth consistently ahead of the rest of the EU for the past two years. As the UK market starts to find its natural level, we expect to see the growth level off during coming months."
UK new car registrations, 2007 to-date (rolling years) and pre-recession average



About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £64 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 160,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and in excess of 770,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK export of goods and invests £1.9 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2014 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts14.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contact
Ben Foulds			020 7344 9222		bfoulds@smmt.co.uk 

	August
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	72,163
	35,931
	34,974
	1,258
	34,857
	35,632
	1,674

	2013
	65,937
	32,903
	32,108
	926
	31,608
	32,382
	1,947

	% change
	9.4%
	9.2%
	8.9%
	35.9%
	10.3%
	10.0%
	-14.0%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	49.8%
	48.5%
	1.7%
	48.3%
	49.4%
	2.3%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	49.9%
	48.7%
	1.4%
	47.9%
	49.1%
	3.0%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	1,532,335
	770,128
	734,320
	27,887
	735,235
	726,001
	71,099

	2013
	1,391,788
	685,938
	687,065
	18,785
	660,572
	671,688
	59,528

	% change
	10.1%
	12.3%
	6.9%
	48.5%
	11.3%
	8.1%
	19.4%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	50.3%
	47.9%
	1.8%
	48.0%
	47.4%
	4.6%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	49.3%
	49.4%
	1.3%
	47.5%
	48.3%
	4.3%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Total cars
	2,404,007
	2,131,795
	1,994,999
	2,030,846
	1,941,253
	2,044,609
	2,264,737

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	August
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	4,657
	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	83,664

	
	2
	Ford Focus
	2,740
	
	2
	Ford Focus
	53,507

	
	3
	Vauxhall Corsa
	2,435
	
	3
	Vauxhall Corsa
	50,187

	
	4
	Volkswagen Golf
	2,376
	
	4
	Volkswagen Golf
	45,653

	
	5
	Vauxhall Astra
	2,043
	
	5
	Vauxhall Astra
	38,621

	
	6
	Audi A3
	1,641
	
	6
	Nissan Qashqai
	32,073

	
	7
	Volkswagen Polo
	1,299
	
	7
	Audi A3
	28,279

	
	8
	Fiat 500
	1,203
	
	8
	Volkswagen Polo
	26,460

	
	9
	Vauxhall Insignia
	1,201
	
	9
	Fiat 500
	25,910

	
	10
	Nissan Qashqai
	1,154
	
	10
	BMW 3 Series
	23,736




Driving growth: private vs. fleet/business over the past 30 months
 (
August saw the current record period of growth in the UK new car market extend to a 30
th
 consecutive month – a trend that stretches back to March 2012.
 
Increasing consumer confidence has been evident across the market, with strong growth in private, fleet and business sectors. 
However, the greatest surge has been in private registr
ations, which have grown from around 84
0,000 units in the year 
before
 March 2012 to 1.15 million 
cars in the p
ast 12 months.
Attractive finance deals are a significant factor behind the growth in private demand, with consumers able to take advantage of Personal Contract Purchase offers (PCPs). 
Against a backdrop of improving economic conditions, the number of UK citizens in employment increased by over one million between Q1 2012 and Q1 2014 – giving individual buyers greater confidence to commit to a new car.
)




The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. September 2014 new car registration figures will be released on 6 October 2014 at 09:00.
Private	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	41275	41306	41334	41365	41395	41426	41456	41487	41518	41548	41579	41609	41640	41671	41699	41730	41760	41791	41821	41852	41883	41913	41944	41974	837376	845351	854061	861171	874530	877525	899550	912694	923760	929440	937808	944362	959165	979096	993624	1010592	1018194	1022235	1053930	1056975	1064528	1074622	1084853	1085462	1127647	1129596	1136090	1140837	1146036	1149265	Fleet and Business	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	41275	41306	41334	41365	41395	41426	41456	41487	41518	41548	41579	41609	41640	41671	41699	41730	41760	41791	41821	41852	41883	41913	41944	41974	1109097	1105698	1108845	1108124	1107015	1104107	1109218	1112382	1116480	1115169	1121591	1119918	1127086	1128190	1131485	1139960	1150702	1153165	1164994	1168011	1170848	1190115	1190803	1192181	1220014	1231528	1238955	1247542	1253022	1255999	
New car  registrations, millions



Registrations	J '07	J '08	J '09	J '10	J '11	J '12	J '13	J '14	2353104	2350694	2364134	2371081	2366876	2370242	2378504	2378192	2383491	2396437	2399857	2404007	2400501	2396525	2398880	2404385	2397860	2384187	2361330	2346906	2257911	2219466	2161064	2131795	2081785	2066534	1928804	1886611	1842197	1809271	1813000	1816781	1854415	1895005	1952754	1994999	2028391	2042718	2126189	2141507	2159744	2178706	2158003	2146302	2113619	2076172	2057965	2030846	2014178	2008916	1977634	1966587	1963923	1951822	1947010	1951051	1948281	1951730	1945882	1941253	1941295	1939739	1946473	1951049	1962906	1969295	1981545	1981632	2008768	2025076	2040240	2044609	2059399	2064280	2086251	2107286	2125109	2150552	2168896	2175400	2218924	2224986	2235376	2264737	2275656	2277643	2347661	2361124	2375045	2388379	2399058	2405284	'98-'07 average	J '07	J '08	J '09	J '10	J '11	J '12	J '13	J '14	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	2402397.1	New car registrations, millions
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