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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 September 2017 (data for August 2017)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5eem1dugll41ib1/AABLkujE-YBOg8IFDPZcnDLza?dl=0  
UK new car market reports slower August as more buyers await new 67-plate 

1. New car registrations fall -6.4% in August to 76,433. 
1. AFV demand surges 58.3% as more motorists switch on to alternative powertrains.
1. Year-to-date market holds steady, down -2.4%, with 1.64 million cars joining British roads in 2017.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tuesday 5 September, 2017 The UK new car market reported its fifth consecutive month of decline in August, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Registrations fell -6.4%, after a record August in 2016.
However, with more than 76,000 new cars registered, the performance still represents the third biggest August in 10 years.1 Year to date, the market remained broadly in line with expectations, down -2.4%, with 1,640,241 new cars joining British roads in the first eight months. 

Superminis and small family cars remained the most popular types in August, accounting for more than half (58.3%) of registrations. However, SUVs, larger family cars and executives were the only segments to grow, up 7.9%, 2.2% and 1.1% respectively.
Meanwhile, more people chose to get behind the wheel of an alternatively fuelled vehicle (AFV) than ever before in the month, accounting for a 5.2% share of the market.2 Demand for petrol hybrid and pure electric battery powered cars increased substantially, up 74.9% and 62.5%, while plug-in hybrid registrations rose 38.5%. Conventional petrols grew 3.8% and diesels fell -21.3%.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “August is typically a quiet month for the new car market as consumers and businesses delay purchases until the arrival of the new number plate in September. With the new 67-plate now available and a range of new models in showrooms, we anticipate the continuation of what are historically high levels of demand.”
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Notes to editors

1. August 2016: 81,640; August 2015: 79,060; August 2007: 77,649
2. The previous AFV record market share for August was 3.1% in 2016 


About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £77.5 billion turnover and £21.5 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2017 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts17.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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Volkswagen Golf
Ford Fiesta
Vauxhall Mokka X
Ford Focus
Volkswagen Polo
Ford Kuga
Vauxhall Corsa
Kia Sportage
Vauxhall Astra
Nissan Qashqai
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1,995
1,834
1,769
1,659
1,541
1,485
1,484

000000 e

YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta

Ford Focus
Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai
Vauxhall Corsa
Vauxhall Astra
Volkswagen Polo

Mercedes-Benz C Class

MINI

64,988
47,291
44,218
39,698
38,038
36,360
32,266
31,471
28,647

Mercedes-Benz A Class 26,875





image1.png
August Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV Private : Fleet Business
2017 76433 | 30305 42,160 © 3,968 33597 . 41899 937

2016 81640 : 38531 40,602 | 2507 37269 | 43280 1,091

% change 64% 1 -213% 3.8% 58.3%  -9.9% -3.2% “14.1%
Mkt share 2017 396% 55.2% 5.2% 44.0% 54.8% 12%

Mkt share 2016 47.2% 49.7% 3.1% L5.7% 53.0% 13%
Year-to-date : Total : Diesel Petrol @ AFV Private Fleet Business
2017 D1BL0241 712842 855902 © 71497 | 718934 © 859713 61,594
2016 11680799 | 805793 © 821,115 : 53891 . 758996 . 859,948 . 61,855

% change 24% 1 -115% 4.2% 327%  -53% 0.0% L -0.4%

Mkt share 2017 ©435% 52.2% 4.4% 438% 524% . 38%

Mkt share 2016 47.9% 48.9% 3.2% 45.2% 512%  © 37%
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