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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 September 2018 (data for August 2018)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/home/September%202018%20registrations 

UK new car market rises in August as one in 12 buyers goes electric
	
· New car market rises 23.1% in second smallest month of the year, with 94,094 units registered.
· Demand for hybrid and plug-in cars surges 88.7% with record one in 12 buyers going electric.
· Year-to-date registrations down -4.2% keeping market on track to meet 2018 forecasts.

Wednesday 5 September, 2018 The UK new car market enjoyed a boost in August, as year-on-year demand rose 23.1%, according to the latest figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 94,094 new cars were registered in the month as the market responded to regulatory changes, with cost-savvy buyers taking advantage of some compelling deals in what is always one of the year’s smallest months.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Demand was up across the board, with consumers and fleets boosting year-on-year registrations by 23.3% and 19.7% respectively, while the smaller business sector rose 166.4%, equivalent to an uplift of around 1,500 units against August last year. Superminis remained the most popular buy, followed by small family and dual purpose cars, with the luxury saloon and city car segments recording the most notable growth, up 120.8% and 39.6%.

Meanwhile, the UK’s growing range of hybrid, plug-in hybrid and pure electric cars continued to attract buyers, with a record one in 12 people choosing one.1 Demand surged by a substantial 88.7%, with the sector accounting for 8.0% of the market – its highest ever level – as billions of pounds of manufacturer investment help deliver more ultra-low and zero emission models to the market.
 
In the year to date, the overall market remains down by -4.2%, in line with forecasts after a turbulent first eight months. However, demand remains at a high level with more than 1.5 million new cars featuring the latest in advanced safety, emissions and convenience technology joining British roads so far in 2018.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “It’s great to see such strong growth, particularly in the important electric vehicle market. However, given August is always a small month in new car registrations ahead of the important plate-change month of September, it would be wrong to view the market as booming. Indeed, this past month has seen some significant variances as regulatory changes have disrupted some supplies. In the long term, however, the new emissions certification test will give consumers renewed confidence in the performance of all vehicles, helping them choose the latest, cleanest technology that best suits their driving needs, whether that be petrol, diesel, hybrid or plug-in.”















Notes to editors

1 One in 12.5
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £20.2 billion value added. With some 186,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 856,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.65 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2018 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts18

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk
Paul Mauerhoff, 0207 344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 	
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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BEST SELLERS
AUGUST 2018

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf
Volkswagen Polo
Ford Kuga

BMW 3 Series
SEAT Leon
Honda Jazz
Suzuki Swift
Nissan Qashqai
Kia Sportage

4,552
4,180
3,207
1,902
1,847
1,506
1,490
1,390
1,374
1,321

00000 Ode

YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai
Ford Focus
Vauxhall Corsa
Volkswagen Polo
MINI

Ford Kuga

67,189
49,692
34,910
34,045
32,821
29,081
26,945
26,462

Mercedes-Benz A-Class 23,795
Mercedes-Benz C-Class 22,783
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