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	SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 January 2017 (data for December 2016 and Full Year 2016)

	Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/7ra6fsgj2sx69v1/AABfUzDIkpsPWfkJl9BzAhgia?dl=0   

	

	UK new car market achieves record 2.69 million registrations in 2016 with fifth year of growth 

	

	1. Highest ever number of new cars demanded by UK customers, with 2,692,786 registered in 2016, up 2.3% on previous year.
1. Wide choice of new car models and affordable finance deals drives market to new high with fifth consecutive year of growth.
1. December only the second month of negative growth in 2016, as registrations dip -1.1% to 178,022 units.

	 

	Thursday 5 January 2017 The UK new car market achieved another record year in 2016, with annual registrations climbing for the fifth year in a row to almost 2.7 million, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The market has experienced uplifts in 10 out of the last 12 months, albeit finishing with a December down slightly by -1.1% – with 178,022 new cars registered in the month.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Buyers were attracted by a range of new car models and attractive finance deals, pushing registrations up to 2,692,786 in 2016 – up 2.3% on the previous year and broadly in line with expectations. The UK new car market is one of the most diverse in the world, with some 44 brands offering nearly 400 different model types – and 2017 looks set to be another competitive year with almost 70 new launches already planned over the next 12 months.  
Fleets were responsible for most of the growth, with demand growing to a record 1.38 million units. The private market remains at a historically high level, with more than 1.2 million private buyers registering a new car in 2016, although demand did fall over the latter three quarters. The competitive range of affordable finance is a crucial factor driving private demand as consumers are able to take advantage of low interest rates and flexible payment options.
Diesel and petrol cars continued to be by far the most popular fuel types for consumers with market share at 47.7% and 49.0% respectively. However, alternatively fuelled vehicles (AFVs) experienced a strong uplift in demand, up 22.2% across the year. Plug-in hybrids and petrol electric hybrids, in particular, experienced significant growth, with demand up 41.9% and 25.1% respectively. Meanwhile, more than 10,000 motorists chose to go fully electric in 2016 – up 3.3% on 2015.
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Despite 2016’s political and economic uncertainties, the UK’s new car market delivered another record performance as car makers offered an incredible range of innovative and high tech models. 2017 may well be more challenging as sterling depreciation raises the price of imported goods but, with interest rates still at historic lows and a range of new models arriving in 2017, there are still many reasons for consumers to consider a new car in 2017. Looking longer term, the strength of this market will rest on our ability to maintain our current trading relations and, in particular, avoid tariff barriers which could add significantly to the cost of a new car."
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	Notes to editors


The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. January 2017 new car registration figures will be released on 6 February 2017

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.
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December Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV

2016 178022 © 83,637 88,116 @ 6,269 67,640 102,125 © 8,257

2015 180,077 : 89,762 84,509 : 5,806 71,604 103,000 = 5,473

% change -11% : -6.8% 4.3% 8.0% -5.5% -0.8% 50.9%
Mkt share 2016 L 47.0% 49.5% 3.5% 38.0% 57.4% 4.6%

Mkt share 2015 49.8% 46.9% 3.2% 39.8% 57.2% 3.0%

Year-to-date : Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV

2016 © 2,692,786 : 1,285,160 : 1318,707: 88919 : 1,206,250 : 1,380,750 : 105,786
2015 © 2633503 © 1,276,871 : 1,283,857 72775 : 1208812 ° 1317570 - 107,121
% change L 23% : 06% 27% 1 222% : -02% 4.8% -1.2%

Mkt share 2016 47.7% 49.0% 3.3% 44.8% 51.3% 3.9%

Mkt share 2015 48.5% 48.8% 2.8% 45.9% 50.0% 4.1%
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: 2008 : 2009 : 2010 : 2011 : 2012 : 2013 : 2014 : 2015 : 2016

TOTAL CARS : 2131795 :© 1994999 : 2030846 : 1941253 : 2044609 2264737 © 2476435 : 2633503 : 2692786
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BEST SELLERS

POOOCLOOLOB®OC

DECEMBER 2016

Ford Fiesta
Vauxhall Astra
Volkswagen Golf
Ford Focus

MINI

Vauxhall Corsa
Volkswagen Polo
Nissan Juke
Nissan Qashqai

Mercedes-Benz C Class

8,198
6,134
5,355
4,991
4,637
3,938
3,650
3,368
3,202
3,063

POOOROOAOR®C

YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta

Vauxhall Corsa

Ford Focus
Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai
Vauxhall Astra
Volkswagen Polo

MINI

Mercedes-Benz C Class
Audi A3

120,525

77,110
70,545
69,492
62,682
60,719
54,448
48,328
44,184
43,808
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