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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 February 2015 (data for January 2015)

January rise sees 2015 new UK car registrations off to strong start

· Positive start to the year for new car market as registrations grew 6.7% in January to 164,856 units – the strongest January since 2007.
· Record growth period for whole market continues: January marked the 35th consecutive month of rises.
· Growth in company car registrations particularly strong, up 18.1%* on January 2014.
· 4,598 alternatively-fuelled vehicles registered in January, up 60.8% on last year’s figure of 2,859.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, "These figures mark an encouraging start to the year after a very strong 2014, with a strikingly robust company car market as businesses take advantage of the attractive finance offers currently available.
"January saw increased uptake of both petrol and diesel cars, while demand for alternatively-fuelled vehicles continued its surge with registrations rising by 60.8%. Registrations of plug-in vehicles were particularly strong as consumers responded to a greater choice of makes and models delivering lower running costs.
"Last year’s 9.3% rise in the overall market was fuelled by stronger than expected economic confidence and, for 2015, we expect to see some levelling off throughout the year: demand is back to pre-recession levels following record-breaking growth."
New car registrations split by private and fleet/business – 2012-2015 (rolling-year totals)


About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £64 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 160,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and in excess of 770,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK export of goods and invests £1.9 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2014 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts14.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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	January
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2015
	164,856
	81,587
	78,671
	4,598
	67,636
	89,640
	7,580

	2014
	154,562
	79,459
	72,244
	2,859
	71,293
	75,929
	7,340

	% change
	6.7%
	2.7%
	8.9%
	60.8%
	-5.1%
	18.1%
	3.3%

	Mkt share '15
	 
	49.5%
	47.7%
	2.8%
	41.0%
	54.4%
	4.6%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	51.4%
	46.7%
	1.8%
	46.1%
	49.1%
	4.7%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2015
	164,856
	81,587
	78,671
	4,598
	67,636
	89,640
	7,580

	2014
	154,562
	79,459
	72,244
	2,859
	71,293
	75,929
	7,340

	% change
	6.7%
	2.7%
	8.9%
	60.8%
	-5.1%
	18.1%
	3.3%

	Mkt share '15
	 
	49.5%
	47.7%
	2.8%
	41.0%
	54.4%
	4.6%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	51.4%
	46.7%
	1.8%
	46.1%
	49.1%
	4.7%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014

	Total cars
	2,131,795
	1,994,999
	2,030,846
	1,941,253
	2,044,609
	2,264,737
	2,476,435

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	January
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	8,674
	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	8,674

	
	2
	Vauxhall Corsa
	6,879
	
	2
	Vauxhall Corsa
	6,879

	
	3
	Ford Focus
	4,824
	
	3
	Ford Focus
	4,824

	
	4
	Nissan Qashqai
	4,676
	
	4
	Nissan Qashqai
	4,676

	
	5
	Volkswagen Golf
	4,387
	
	5
	Volkswagen Golf
	4,387

	
	6
	Audi A3
	3,648
	
	6
	Audi A3
	3,648

	
	7
	Mercedes-Benz C Class
	3,534
	
	7
	Mercedes-Benz C Class
	3,534

	
	8
	Volkswagen Polo
	3,517
	
	8
	Volkswagen Polo
	3,517

	
	9
	Fiat 500
	3,145
	
	9
	Fiat 500
	3,145

	
	10
	Vauxhall Astra
	2,996
	
	10
	Vauxhall Astra
	2,996



Analysis: fleet registrations

Top five fleet registrations: January					Fleet registrations: 2009-2014
	
	Model
	Volume

	1
	Vauxhall Corsa
	3,539

	2
	Ford Focus
	3,529

	3
	Ford Fiesta
	3,119

	4
	Volkswagen Golf
	3,073

	5
	Nissan Qashqai
	2,665





· *January’s 18.1% rise in fleet registrations was the strongest increase since December 2013.
· Fleet registrations have been increasing consistently since 2012 as UK business confidence has bounced back since the resession. Just 882,415 cars were registered to fleets in 2009; this grew to 1,178,416 in 2014.
· Currently, the strong pound means that manufacturers can offer attractive finance packages to fleet buyers in the UK.
· 2011 was a strong year for fleet registrations: with most companies on a three-year replacement cycle, cars registered at that time are now due to be replaced.

NB A fleet registration refers to a vehicle registered to a company operating 25 or more vehicles.



The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. February 2015 new car registration figures will be released on 5 March 2015 at 09:00.
Fleet registrations	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	882415	973233	1019126	1025501	1084279	1178416	

Private	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	41275	41306	41334	41365	41395	41426	41456	41487	41518	41548	41579	41609	41640	41671	41699	41730	41760	41791	41821	41852	41883	41913	41944	41974	42005	824213	824351	837376	845351	854061	861171	874530	877525	899550	912694	923760	929440	937808	944362	959165	979096	993624	1010592	1018194	1022235	1053930	1056975	1064528	1074622	1084854	1085464	1127681	1129656	1136163	1140946	1146163	1149421	1161723	1171441	1176024	1179499	1175842	Fleet/business	40909	40940	40969	41000	41030	41061	41091	41122	41153	41183	41214	41244	41275	41306	41334	41365	41395	41426	41456	41487	41518	41548	41579	41609	41640	41671	41699	41730	41760	41791	41821	41852	41883	41913	41944	41974	42005	1117082	1115388	1109097	1105698	1108845	1108124	1107015	1104107	1109218	1112382	1116480	1115169	1121591	1119918	1127086	1128190	1131485	1139960	1150702	1153165	1164994	1168011	1170848	1190115	1190802	1192179	1219980	1231468	1238882	1247433	1252895	1255863	1266286	1278968	1287131	1296936	1310887	
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