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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
4 August 2017 (data for July 2017)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ml34aw32bh5xcqn/AADQnjfduj9Rk_CNMAB1tcyaa?dl=0 
New car market falls in July as demand declines across business and consumer sectors
· 161,997 new cars registered in July as market declines -9.3% – the fourth consecutive monthly fall this year.
· Demand down across business, fleet and private buyers – with falls of -23.8%, -10.1% and 
-6.8%.
· New record market share for alternatively fuelled vehicles at 5.5% as demand surges 64.9% with 8,871 units registered.

Friday 4 August, 2017 The UK new car market declined -9.3% in July, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT), the fourth consecutive monthly fall. 161,997 new cars were registered in the month as the market continues to fall amidst growing uncertainty over Brexit and in line with forecasts.
Demand was down across business, fleet and private buyers – with corresponding falls of -23.8%, -10.1% and -6.8%. Elsewhere, in the month more buyers opted for dual purpose and specialist sports cars – the only two vehicle segments to enjoy growth of 7.3% and 10.3% respectively.
The demand for alternatively fuelled vehicles (AFVs) soared 64.9% as consumers continue to invest in the latest low-emission fuel technology. AFVs took a new record 5.5% market share1 in July, as 8,871 new units were driven off forecourts. Nearly 70,000 new AFVs have joined UK roads this year. Meanwhile registrations for new petrol and diesel cars declined by -3.0% and -20.1% respectively. 
Months of speculation about government policies on diesels has inevitably led to a softening of demand and slowed the market shift to the latest cleaner Euro 6 diesels which are valued by consumers for their fuel efficiency and lower CO2 emissions.
So far the year-to-date overall performance remains at a high level thanks to a strong first quarter – with more than 1.5 million new cars registered on UK roads since January.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The fall in consumer and business confidence is having a knock on effect on demand in the new car market and government must act quickly to provide concrete plans regarding Brexit. While it's encouraging to see record achievements for alternatively fuelled vehicles, consumers considering other fuel types will have undoubtedly been affected by the uncertainty surrounding the government's clean air plans.  It is important to remember that there are no plans to charge drivers using the latest Euro 6 models and no proposed bans for conventional petrol and diesel vehicles for some 23 years. The lower demand in recent months will inevitably mean competition from manufacturers will intensify and it will be a good opportunity for consumers to get a great deal on their next car, with many exciting new models launched in the coming months.”
[image: \\gps-srv06\SMMTData\Comms\MEDIA\News Releases\Registrations\Car registrations\2017\07 July\Charts\CAR June_ME table.png]

[image: \\gps-srv06\SMMTData\Comms\MEDIA\News Releases\Registrations\Car registrations\2017\07 July\Charts\July registrations 2001 to 2017.png]

[image: \\gps-srv06\SMMTData\Comms\MEDIA\News Releases\Registrations\Car registrations\2017\07 July\Charts\July_best sellers.png]


Notes to editors

1. 4.4% previous AFV record market share in June 2017.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £77.5 billion turnover and £21.5 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2017 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts17.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Lucy Bielby, 020 7344 1610, lbielby@smmt.co.uk
Eleanor Fricker, 020 7344 1667, efricker@smmt.co.uk
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Ford Focus
Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Polo

Kia Sportage
Mercedes-Benz C Class
Vauxhall Corsa
Mercedes-Benz A Class
Audi A3

5,251
5,236
4,640
3,372
3,227
3,155
2,828
2,819
2,809
2,607
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta

Ford Focus
Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai
Vauxhall Corsa
Vauxhall Astra
Volkswagen Polo
Mercedes-Benz C Class
MINI

62,752
45,296
41,939
38,214
36,379
34,875
30,432
30,214
27,636

Mercedes-Benz A Class 25,753
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July Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV

2017 161,997 69,157 83,969 8,871 67,705 89,186 5,106
2016 178523 : 86,534 86,550 5,379 72,668 99,156 6,699
% change -93% : -20.1% -3.0% 64.9% -6.8% -10.1% -23.8%
Mkt share 2017 LLR27% 51.8% 5.5% 418% 55.1% 32%
Mkt share 2016 485% 485% 3.0% 40.7% 55.5% 3.8%
Year-to-date : Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV

2017 1,563,808 682,538 813,742 67,528 685,385 817,767 60,656
2016 : 1,599,159 : 767,262 780513 © 51384 @ 721,727 816,668 60,764
% change -2.2% -11.0% 4.3% 31.4% -5.0% 0.1% -0.2%
Mkt share 2017 436% 52.0% 43% 43.8% 52.3% 39%
Mkt share 2016 48.0% 48.8% 3.2% 45.1% 51.1% 3.8%
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JULY NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 2001 to 2017
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