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Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
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New car market declines in July but pure EV registrations almost triple 

· UK new car market declines by -4.1% to 157,198 registrations – the lowest July market since 2012.1
· Battery electric car registrations almost triple to take record monthly market share as new EV forecast suggests full year share could double in 2020. 
· Year-to-date performance down -3,5%, with more than 1.4 million new cars joining British roads since January. 
Monday 5 August, 2019 The UK new car market declined again in July, with 157,198 vehicles leaving showrooms, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Registrations fell by -4.1%, the fifth consecutive month of decline, as political and economic uncertainty and confusion over future government policy on different fuel types continued to knock consumer and business confidence.
Declines were seen across all sectors, with private demand falling -2.0%, while deliveries for fleet and business customers were down -4.7% and -22.5% respectively. Luxury saloons and specialist sports cars experienced a rise in registrations in the month with volumes driven by increased demand for dual purpose vehicles, up 12.8% to take nearly a quarter (24.4%) of the market. All other segments experienced declines in the month, with the biggest falls seen in executive (-21.6%) and supermini (-12.1%) segments. 
Registrations of diesel vehicles fell for the 28th month, down -22.1%, while petrols remained stable, with 2,646 more registrations than in July 2018. Hybrid electric cars increased by a substantial 34.2%, with 7,758 of these low-emission vehicles joining UK roads. Meanwhile, plug-in hybrid electric vehicles continued their recent decline, down -49.6%. Demand for battery electric vehicles shot up by a massive 158.1%, resulting in a 1.4% market share, the highest monthly market share on record. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Manufacturers have invested heavily in a growing range of powertrain options, with British drivers now having the choice of advanced low emission petrols and diesels, and an ever-greater number of hybrid, plug-in hybrid, battery electric and even hydrogen cars. There are currently more than 350 models available in the UK – around 80 of them alternatively fuelled, including 21 battery electric, with more expected to arrive in showrooms later this year. 
SMMT forecasts this ongoing investment into new, ever more advanced powertrain technology will result in battery electric vehicles doubling their market share next year, with 51,000 registrations in 2020. However, this will still represent only 2.2% of the overall market. For the UK is to meet its zero emission ambitions, we need world-class, long-term incentives, supportive policies and substantial investment in infrastructure.
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Despite yet another month of decline in the new car market, it’s encouraging to see substantial growth in zero emission vehicles. Thanks to manufacturers’ investment in these new technologies over many years, these cars are coming to market in greater numbers than ever before. If the UK is to meet its environmental ambitions, however, government must create the right conditions to drive uptake, including long-term incentives and investment in infrastructure. The fastest way to address air quality concerns is through fleet renewal so buyers need to be given the confidence to invest in the new, cleaner vehicles that best suit their driving needs, regardless of how they are powered.” 
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Notes to editors

1. 143,884 cars were registered in July 2012. 


About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 14.4% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2019 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts19

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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2019 2018 chofnge sh:Ir:t-w sh:lr:t-m
Diesel ¢ 40851 52,157 -+ -22.1% - 25.9% 31.8%
Petrol © 103441 100795 - 26% - 658% -  615%
BEV S 2271 ¢ 80 - 1581% - 14% - 05%
PHEV S 1766 ¢ 3503 ¢ -496% - 11% - 21%
HEV S 7758 - 5783+ 342% - 49% - 35%
MHEV diesel - 681 : 156 - 3365% - 04% - 0.1%
MHEV petrol - 632 ° 62 - 13% - 04% - 04%
TOTAL ‘157,198 - 163,898 - -4.1% -
Year to date
2 : % . Mkt . Mkt
: YID2019 :YTD 2018 : change : share-19 : share-18
Diesel © 385528 - 480,163 -197% : 27.0% 32.5%
Petrol 943877 : 913,090 34% . 662% - 618%
BEV S 14246 1 8350 706% - 10% - 06%
PHEV : 16687 1 24703 - -324% - 12%  : 17%
HEV S56975 - 47792 i 192% i 40% - 32%
MHEV diesel - 4974 - 858 . 4797% - 03% -  01%
MHEV petrol  : 4,156 293 - 416% - 03% - 02%
TOTAL 1,426,443 - 1,477,892: -3.5% - :

BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle; PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle; HEV - Hybrid Electric Vehicle,

MHEYV - Mild Hybrid Electric Vehicle
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JULY 2019

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai

Ford Focus
Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Vauxhall Corsa

Ford Kuga

Volkswagen Tiguan
Volkswagen Polo

Kia Sportage

5,646
4,288
4,047
3,863
3,702
3,079
2,921
2,624
2,568
2,292
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta 48,943
Ford Focus 36,102
Volkswagen Golf 35,781
Nissan Qashqai 33,227
Vauxhall Corsa 33,061
Mercedes-Benz A-Class 31,606
Volkswagen Polo 26,173
Ford Kuga 23,346
MINI 23,001

Kia Sportage 21,194
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2018 2018 chufnge sh::::t-m sh:Ir:t-18
Private 66,351 67,737 -2.0% : 42.2% 41.3%
Fleet 87,311 91,601 -4.7% 55:5%0 55.9%
Business 3,536 4,560 -22.5% 2%  : 28%
TOTAL 157,198 163,898 -4.1% :
Year to date
2019 2018 cho;ﬁnge sh:::t—19 sh:::t—18
Private 634,439 654,723 -3.1% 44.5% 544.3%
Fleet 758,711 769,550 4% L 532%  1521%
Business 33,293 53,619 -37.9% 2.3% 23.6%
TOTAL 1,426,443 . 1,477,892 -3.5% -
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